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JSt^^®AD^)“l*aki8tm au t h or i tie s Sanday dismissed as unfound- 
ed a : U.S.',' senator'* statement that be feared die creation of a 
nudeaf-armcd lslainic federation stretching from Turkey to Pakistan. 
Senator La /-PirSsIcr- toW a news conference in New Deftu on Saturday 


such a fedexalion. making it a major force in the worid. “Such baseless 
qjprtte® ioot lordly need any comment," Pakistan's Minister of State 
fcrRueign Afirizs Mohammad Sxkfiq Khan Kazija said after meeting Mr. 
Premier in Islamabad on Sunday. The official AIT news agency quoted 
Mt Eanja as ssyinghe had made dear to Mr. Premier that Pakistan’s 
isd^tiKya°^WMpeatgfoLTheaeiatOTfetteaiitiiorrrfa lMt^ti «f. 
amendment which finks U.S. aid to Pakistan with proof that it is not 
. .dott&friog nodear anna. Afl UA ntifitaiy and economic aid to Pakistan 
^n ialted ip October 1990 because of ■'Sspiskm that Islamabad's nodcar 
■ ms anted at prodnrang weapons. Pakistan calls the law 

because it docs not apply to its arch-rival Imfia. 
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An independent Arab political daily published l^ttVe JordanP^ess Foundation 
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Israel announces Levy visit to China 

TEL AVIV CAP) — Israeli Foreign Minister David Levy said Sunday he 
will visit China in late January in a step towards establishing diplomatic 
relations between the two countries. Mr. Levy told Israel Radio that 
“according to the official invitation, and with coordination and agree* 
ments from both sides, diplomatic relations will be established.” The 
Israeli Foreign Ministry confirmed the trip but declined to give details. 
The Chinese government Sunday announced that Mr. Levy would visit in 
late January but gave no specifics, (see page 2). There have been reports 
that Israel has insisted that China establish diplomatic relations before the 
Asian nation is invited to participate in Middle East peace talks. China has 
sought a role in the U.S.-hacked negotiations. The Hebrew daily Ycdioth 
Ahroaoth reported Sunday that Mr. Levy would arrive in China on Jan. 
22. It said full diplomatic relations would be established in a formal 
ceremony on Jan. 24 in Beijing. The paper also published a photograph 
showing Mr. Levy and Chinese Foreign Minister Qian Oichcn meeting in 
September at the opening of the U.N. Genera! Assembly in New York. 
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King honours 
Anglican bishop 

5? AMMAN (Petra) — His Majesty 
dn ^ jpimf Hassem has conferred the 
*0,1; Jordanian al Kawkab Medal of 
!l -Second Order on Bishop 
^SasrirXafciti, bead of the Angli- 
can Church of Jerusalem and the 
Middle East. Foreign Minister 
Kamel Aba Jaber presented the 
medal to the bishop at a special 
oremony held at the minister's 
j office Sunday. 

^Libyan envoy leaves 

fe HUMAN (J.T.) — Libyan Agri- 
r !«i:-cultnre Minister Abdul Majid Al 
Qa’oud left Amman Sunday after 
bj a brief visit to Jordan during 
;t4t which he conveyed to His Majes- 
ceej .ty King Hussein a message from 
•qs. Libyan leader Muammar Qadha- 
9-S fi. The message dealt with accusa- 
tioos Imkmg Libya to the bomb- 
ing of U.S. and French planes 
uiir,' and clarified the Libyan stood on 
ife - the issue. Mr. Qa’oud was seen 
aop off at the airport by Agriculture 
Minister Fayez Khasawueh and 
)f the Libyan ambassador to Jor- 
dan. 

. 

** CIA panel 
Recommends partial 
^ lifting of secrecy 

•T,: . 

•* NEW YORK (R) — A Central 
v- Intelligence Agency (CIA) panel 
* has recommended that a large 
- number of secret documents be 
v- declassified and urged that its 
officials become increasingly ac- 
i 'V cessible to the public, tile New 
York Times reported Sunday. 
: v The newspaper jqnoted inteffi- 
gence officials as saying the inter- 
- nal panel, established by CIA 
r‘ Director Robert Oates, was ex- 
:'-j. ploring ways to lift foe; w^ljbf 
r- secrecy at the agency- Dubbed 
the. C^enness Task Force, the 
nT panel has recommended that Mr. 
Gates Canada options including 
an increase ™ on-the-record in- 
is terviews, public speeches an<f 
vj- public testimony to Congress by 
senior officials. Tbe panel has 
•also rccon^mended that the CIA 
declassify millions of pages of 
i older documents, some of them 
:rz dating bade to World War I, and 
make them available to the pub- 
lie. The newspaper said Mr. 
/; Gates was expected to make his 
■n decision cm his panel's recoin- 
mendations by the end of Janu- 
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Japanese trade 
minister visits Saudi 
Arabia 

BAHRAIN (R) — Japan’s senior 
Trade Minister Kozo Watanabe 
held talks in Saudi Arabia Sunday 
with Oil Minster Hisham Nazer 
oo ways of boosting oil coopera- 
tion, the- official Saudi Press 
Agency (SPA) said. Mr. Wata- 
nabe, Japan’s miaister of interna- 
tional trade and industry, arrived 
in Saudi Arabia Saturday evening 
at the start of a tour which will 
also take him to Kuwait and the 
j^mted Arab Emirates. Japan im-* 
ports neariy two-third of its oil 
needs from Gulf Arab oil expor- 
ters and Japanese companies are 
involved in joint oil projects in 
the area. Mr. Watanabe later met 
Saudi Industry and Electricity 
Minister Abdul Aziz Abdullah Al 
Zame] to discuss ways of develop- 
ing industrial cooperation and in- 
creasing. -Japanese industrial in- 
vestment in the kingdom, the. 
agency said. 

British Labour takes 
opinion poll lead 

LONDON (R) — Boosted by a 
five-point opinion poll lead, Bri- 
..opposition * Labour Party 
Sanday stepped up its battle to 
iWtft Prone Minister Jdm Major 
fawn power at a general election 
which must he held by July, 
labour leader Neil Kmnocfc ac- 
cused Mr. Major's Conservatives 
behaving “fike a second-rate 
opposition” and sahfthe ruling 
pity, to power smee 1979, had 
htea ^^nralysed into inaction” by 


the country, in the first 
pABc opinion poQ of 1992, pub- 
Sshed in fee independent on Sun- 
day newspaper. Labour won 45 
Rer cent support compered with’ 
^ per cent for the Conservatives 
and 1Z «r cent for die centrist 
liberal Dmocrats. A pofl last 
Pecemb«-put the Copservatives 
oa 41 per 'cent against 40 for 
E*bour itod 14 for the. Liberal 
Oemocats;; ... 


Breaking impasse first item on bilaterals today 


Combined agency dispatches 

ARAB-ISRAELI peace talks 
resume in Washington Mon- 
day, with only three days for 
negotiators to break an im- 
passe on the negotiating sta- 
tus of the Palestinians and 
move on to the real issues at 
the heart of the Middle East 
conflict. 

Officials from both sides 
said this third round of peace 
talks, involving Israel, Syria, 
Lebanon and a joint 
Jordanian- Pal etinian delega- 
tion, would finally convene 
early on Monday, six days 
after the date originally 


Israelis say they intend to 
leave Washington Wednes- 
day evening, giving the par- 
ties only three days to settle a 
dispute over the status of the 
joint Palestinian -Jordanian 
delegation that blocked prog- 


ress in tbe last round of talks. 

The bilateral talks, inaugu- 
rated by the Madrid Middle 
East peace conference last 
October, ajourned in 
Washington on Dec. 18 after 
six days of discussions. 

Arab negotiators delayed 
their return to Washington to 
protest Israel’s plan to expel 
12 Palestinian activists from 
the occupied territories until 
the United Nations Security 
Council strongly condemned 
the exphuaons. 

Even though the last Arab 
delegation arrived in 
Washington on Friday, the 
sides were unable to meet 
over the weekend. 

Israeli, Jordanian and 
Palestinian officials originally 
said they were willmg to meet 
on Sunday, but this chang ed 
after all the Arab delegations 
held a coordinating meeting 
an Friday. 


Diplomatic sources said 
the Syrians told the other 
delegates all three sets of 
negotiations should convene 
on the same day and the 
Palestinians and Jordanians 
should not get out ahead of 
the other Arabs. 

Officials and anal ysts said 
the key test of this new round 
would b«e whether the Israelis 
and Palestinians could solve 
their dispute over the status 
and functions of the joint 
delegation that tbe Palesti- 
nians form with Jordan. 

“We believe we can soon 
finalise the procedural stage 
and move to agenda and sub- 
jects leading to substance if 
the rales are respected,” said 
chief Israeli negotiator 
RKyaHm Rubenstein. 

The sides agree there 
should be twin-track negotia- 
tions between Israel and Jor- 
dan on the one hand and 


Israel and the Palestinians on 
the other. 

But the Israelis are resist- 
ing Palestinian demands for 
virtual recognition as a sepa- 
rate delegation when nego- 
tiating Palestinian issues, 
seeing the move as a danger- 
ous precedent that could in 
the foture lead to Palestinian 
independence. 

While they argued this 
point in the previous round of 
talks, both sides refused to 
enter the negotiating room at 
the State Department. De- 
legation heads spent six days 
wedged together on a couch 
in a corridor. 

The aim of these talks is to 
agree on interim self-rule for 
1.75 million Palestinians in 
the occupied West Bank and 
Gaza Strip by November. 
Israeli officials say they have 
detailed proposals on self- 
rule that they will present as 


soon as the procedural dis- 
pute is solved. 

Marwan Muasher, spokes- 
man for the Jordanian de- 
legation, said that the Jorda- 
nian, Palestinian and Israeli 
delegations would meet Mon- 
day after a tripartite meeting 
of the heads of the three 
delegations. 

Dr. Muasher said an Israeli 
proposal presented to both 
the Jordanian and Palestinian 
delegations contained posi- 
tive and negative elements. 
However, he said, the first 
day will show whether Israel 
was seious in tbe quest for 
peace in the Middle East. 

The Palestinian team is 
backed in this round by the 
chief political adviser of 
Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation (PLO) leader Yasser 
Arafat, Nabii Sha’ath. 

The PLO is officially ban- 
ned from the talks but 


Washington granted Dr. 
Sha'ath a visa for this round, 
although he was denied one 
during the December talks. 

His presence angered 
Israel, which opposes any 
role by the PLO in the talks. 

The Cairo-based Sha'ath, 
who carries an Egyptian pass- 
port, is staying at the same 
hotel as the Palestinian de- 
legation and is in constant 
contact with them and the 
PLO leadership in Tunis. 

Dr. Sha'ath, known to be a 
pragmatic negotiator and 
long-time peace advocate, 
was the main architect of the 
PLO's decision to sanction 
Palestinian participation in 
the peace talks. 

He observed the October 
Madrid Middle East peace 
conference for the PLO. 

The chief Israeli, Palesti- 
nian and Jordanian nego- 
tiators may hold an informal 


session Sunday night, sources 
said. The meeting of Mr. 
Rubenstein, Jordan's Abdul 
Salam Al Majali and Palesti- 
nian Haidar Abdul Shaft may 
determine whether a com- 
promise is possible 

Israel has received no 
word, meanwhile, from the 
Syrian and Lebanese delega- 
tions. 

The negotiations with Syria 
concern Israel’s occupation 
of the Golan Heights and 
Israel’s quest for recognition 
in a peace treaty. 

The negotiations with 
Lebanon deal with Israel's 
occupation of a zone inside 
Lebanon, which Israel and an 
Israeli-backed militia control. 

“We have been encourag- 
ing the parties to promptly 
set a starting time for the 
negotiations,’* Richard 
Boucher, a State Department 
spokesman, said Friday. 


Algeria cancels elections 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Alger- 
ia’s High Security Council Sun- 
day cancelled the nation’s general 
election which gave Muslim furn 
damentafists a landslide lead in 
die first round. 

In a statement, the council, 
meeting in emergency session af- 
ter the resignation of President 
n»«Hi Benjedid, announced “the 
impossibility of ran finning the 
electoral process until , necessary 
conditions were achieved for the 
normal functioning of institu- 
tions.” 

The statement was carried on 
Algiers Radio and the Algerian 
news agency APS. 

The second round of the elec- 
tions was doe to be held Thurs- 
day. 

Council members include 
acting head of state Abdul Malek 
Benhabyles, who took over from 
Mr. Chadh, top members of the 
army and security forces, tbe 
prime minister, and die defence, 
interior and justice ministers. 

It said it had “decided to take 
charge provisionally of all ques- 
tions likely to put into question 
public order and the security of 
the state.” 

The council said it was “in 
permanent session and would sit 
without break to meet its obliga- 
tions...” caused by the vacuum 
left by Mr. CbadH's departure. 

The following report was com- 
piled before the announcement 


of the cancellation of tbe Alge- 
rian elections. 

Algeria’s leaders went into cri- 
sis talks on Sunday amid forecasts 
that elections effectively won by 
Islamic fundamentalists would be 
scrapped and a council set up to 
rule after President Chadh Ben- 
jedid’s rsignation. 

Troops backed ..by tanks 
guarded tbe main government 
b uil dings and security forces 
mamM-rf roadblocks, sent in by 
Prime Minister SkTAhmad Gho- 
zah after Mr. Benjedid stepped 
down on Saturday, 

Tbe cabinet went into session. 
So too (fid leaders of the three 
parties who won seats last month 
in the first round of tbe general 
election. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
(FIS), planning to make Algeria 
an Islamic state, took a landslide 
lead in the first multi-party par- 
liamentary poll in the country and 
most of the Arab World. 

Outride FIS headquarters in 
Algiers, young militants gathered 
writing for directions from their, 
leaders. 

After meeting in secret, tbe 
FIS issued a statement insisting 
the elections continue, and call- 
ing Mr. BenjedkTs resignation a 
“piece of theatre aimed at sup- 
pressing the people and cancell- 
ing the results.” 

Provisional FIS leader Abdul 
Kader Hachani called on Alge- 
rians to be “ready to abort any 


conspiracy aiming to liquidate 
their project for society,” — an 
kUmic state. 

Small Islamic parties called for 
Woodshed to be avoided. 

Sbeikh Abdullah Djaballah, 
bead of Nahdha, said su pporters 
of an Islamic state would “not 
offer a chance to those who want 
to push them to bloody con- 
frontation...” 

Hamas leader Mahfoud 
Nahnah called - for vigilance to 
“prevent the country plunging 
into conflicts...” 

Horine Ait Ahmad, lea der o f 
tbe Socialist Forces Front (FFS) 
which won 25 seats last month, 
called Mr. Benjedufs departure a 
“coup d’etat aimed at stopping 
the democratic process.” 

Mr. Ghozafi called for calm. 
Apart from the presence of secur- 
ity forces there was tittle sign of 
unusual activity in Algiers, 
though some shops seemed to be 
dosing earlier than normal. 

The army said it would “carry 
out its duty to the nation in 
responding resolutely to the de- 
mand of the bead of government 
... to safeguard public order." 

An Algerian official said acting 
bead of state Abdul Malek 
Benhabyles was expected to 
announce cancellation of tbe 
elections and the formation of the 
rating council. 

A French television station said 
the constitution would be sus- 
pended and a special council 
formed by Mr. Gbozati, Defence 



Chadfi Bertfedid 

Minister Khaled Nezzar and 
other military and civilian figures. 

Mr. Nezzar has already effec- 
tively controlled daily life in tbe 
country twice during states of 
riege imposed in 1988 and last 
June after riots. One Western 
diplomat said he expected a state 
of emergency to be declared. 

Another said military hospitals 
had put doctors on alert for possi- 
ble violent reaction to an 
announcement scrapping the 
poll. 

An Algerian dose to die milit- 
ary said it had a tight bold on the 
Lslamic bastions of Bab Al Oued 
and Belcourt and intended to 
keep it that way. tbe diplomat 
added . 

The two were centres of fierce 

(Continued on page 5) 
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Gulf states to aid former 
Soviet Islamic republics 


WASHINGTON (R) — Saudi 
Arabia and other Gulf Arab 
states have decided to channel 
tbe bulk of their aid to former 
Soviet Union to predominantly 
Islamic republics in Central Asia 
to stop the growth of fun- 
damentalism. 

Saudi officials in Washington 
said this decision would be con- 
veyed to the conference on coor- 
dinating aid to the former Soviet 
Union, due to be held in* 
Washington on Jan. 22-23. 

Up to 60 foreign ministers and 
heads of international financi al 
o rganisatio ns are expected to 
attend the conference winch is 
aimed at helping tbe people of 
the former Soviet Union get 
through the winter and plan a 
coordinated rid effort for tbe 
future. 

Saudi Arabia and the six- 
nation Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC) of winch it is a member 
have been invited to the confer- 
ence. The United States, strap- 
ped by its own budgetary con- 
straints, is hoping that rich na- 
tions of the world wfl] come op 
with extra cash for Russia and 
other republics. 

“Our mam concern is the six 
Central Asian republics which are 
predominantly Islamic and are 
being largely ignored by the 
West,” said one Saadi source m 
Washington. 

The six are: Kazakhstan, Uzbe- 
kistan, Kyrgyzstan, Turkmans- 
tan, Tajpastan and Azerbaijan.. 


Kazakhstan has attracted the 
most attention in the West be- 
cause of the nuclear weapons 
stationed on its soil. 

The aid conference is to focus 
on critical short-term needs of 
food, medicine, energy and shel- 
ter, technical assistance and-logjs- 
tics for distributing aid. 

Saudi Arabia pledged $1.5 bil- 
lion to the Soviet Union last year, 
partly to reward it for support 
during the Gulf war. Other GCC 
nations pledged a further S1.5 
billion, the bulk of that sum 
coming from Kuwait, but the 
money was never disbursed be- 
fore the collapse of the Soviet 
Union. 

Analysts said a fierce battle for 
supremacy was unfolding in the 
Central Asian republics between 
Turkey and Iran. Saudi Arabia 
and Pakistan were also frying to 
exert influence on developments. 

Tbe governments of tbe repub- 
lics are mainly Western-learning 
and see Turkey as a successful 
model of a secular state that has 
an Islamic population bet yet has 
steered a course towards demo- 
cracy and a free market. 

But sentiment on the street is ■ 
d iff e ren t, according to officials 
and analysts. There, sympathy 
for toe Iranian model of a state 
governed by Islamic law is grow- 
ing. 

The fear is that the Iranian 
model wfii gain support, fuelled 


tent. 


Shamir and Levy try to 
dampen talk of early polls 


TEL AVIV (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Shamir and 
Foreign Minister David Levy 
tried to put a damper Sunday on 
talk of early elections that could 
halt Mideast peace talks. 

Shamir ride Yosri Ahimeir 
went on both Israeli radio sta- 
tions to say that the prime minis- 
ter had been elected to serve a 
four-year term and would make 
“all efforts” to do so. 

“The elections should be held 
as scheduled,” added Mr. 
Ahimeir, who is manager of the 
prime minister’s office. 

Mr. Ahimeir’s comments on 
Israel radio and army radio came 
a day after legislator Shimon 
Sbetreet of the opposition 
Labour Party announced that he 
and Michael Ertan, a member of 
Mr. Shamir ’s Likud Bloc, would 
propose moving the elections for- 
ward to this June. 

Tbe parliamentary elections 
are scheduled Nov. 3. But far- 
right members of Mr. Shamir's 
cabinet have threatened to try to 
topple tbe government and bring 
about elections as a way to halt 
the peace talks if Israel moved 
towards giving up occuied Arab 
territory. 

Mr. Ahimeir added he could 
not rule out the possibility of 
early elections. 

“The problem is if the govern- 
ment loses its majority base, 
there would be no other way to 
main tain this government- Tbe 
only path would be top) to early 
elections,” he said. 


Mr. Levy referred to tbe talk of 
early elections as a “trial bal- 
loon” that could harm peace 
efforts. 

“Everything we are trying to 
do in the international political 
field could be harmed and inter- 
preted as if we are trying to get 
oat of going ahead with our own 
initiative,” Mr. Levy said before 
leaving on a trip to Portugal. 

Early elections have always 
been seen as an option for Mr. 
Shamir if he felt he was being 
pushed too hard by the United 
States to make concessions at the 
Arab-Israeli peace talks in 
Washington. 

Shamir opposes giving up any 
territory that Israel seized in the 
1967 war, while the U.S. position 
is that Israel should return land in 
exchange for peace. 

But Mr- Shamir is also believed 
to want to secure Israel’s request 
for $10 billion in U.S. loan 
guarantees to help absorb a wave 
of 350,000 Soviet Jewish immig- 
rants before upsetting the peace 
talks. 

Minister-withom-Portfblio Re- 
bevam Zeevi, whose Moledet 
party advocates expelling Arabs 
from the occupied territories, re- 
newed bis threat to leave the 
coalition Sunday. 

He told Israel Radio that his 
party would pull out if Israel went 
ahead with an offer by limited 
autonomy to Palestinians, saying 
a document, that Israeli nego- 
tiators gave to Arabs makes such 
a concession. 


Sharif Zeid launches serious 
public administrative reform 


AMMAN (Petra) — The govern- 
ment is determined to cany out 
re f or m in public administration in 
Jordan and the reform will be tied 
to a timetable to which all gov- 
ernment departments will be 
committed. Prime Minister Sharif 
Zeid Ben Shaker announced Sun- 
day. 

Tbe prime minister said that be 
would personally follow up mea- 
sures related to the reforms and 
announce to the public areas 
where progress has been achieved 
towards reform and would not 
hesitate in exposing shortcomings 
and delays in achieving progress 
in this reform. 

Addressing a meeting of the 
Civil Service Council at foe Prime 
Ministry, Sharif Zeid said that tbe 
government plans to introduce 
measures by which “excelling em- 
ployees will be rewarded and 
those who fail to cany out their 
duty will be held responsible for 
their shortcomings and have to 
account for their failure.” 

“The time has come tor a 
comprehensive revision of foe 
public administration system in 
Jordan because there can be no 
meaning for planning to intro- 
duce economic and social reform 
as long as tbe public administra- 
tive system remains backward 
and outdated and with employees 


lacking incentives,” said foe 
prime minister. 

He said that the government 
plans to introduce a law for foe 
creation of an independent body 
which will be entrusted with mod- 
ernising legislation in accordance 
with the provisions of the Nation- 
al .Charter and wilLtzy to create a 
national integrated data bank 
providing information that tfii 
make the socio-economic de- 
velopment programme a success. 

There is no alternative to 
embarking on immediate mea- 
sures to deal with foe points of 
weakness, and there can be no 
alternative to working out an 
integrated plan designed to coor- 
dinate work among foe various 
government departments con- 
cerned with development and to 
promote foe work of human re- 
sources, Sharif Zeid said. 

The country’s dvil services sys- 
tem provides for foe creation of 
special units to carry out adminis- 
tration development and offer 
training to employees in every 
ministry or government depart- 
ments, said tbe prime minister. 
Based on these provisions, tins 
council bears the responsibility 
for general planning for develop- 
ment while the Civil Service 
Commission shoulders the re- 
sponsibility for helping to carry 


out reform so that foe country's 
socio-economic development 
programme can go ahead unhin- 
dered, he said. 

Sharif Zeid said Civil Service 
Council has exerted efforts to lay 
down a comprehensive plan for 
administrative reform which 
.started. in J99C in cooperation 
with foe United Nations De- 
velopment Programme (UNDP). 
But, be noted, foe many changes 
that occurred in Jord&n, specially 
in foe social and economic fields, 
slowed (town foe public adminis- 
trative development programme 
and it is to be noted that foe Gulf 
war and its consequences on the 
Kingdom weakened foe govern- 
ment system's performance. 

Sharif Zeid reminded foe coun- 
cil that the royal message to foe 
government upon its formation 
last November specifically 
emphasised foe need for carrying 
out administrative reform and 
laying foe foundation for mea- 
sures to stem such practices as 
favourism so as to open the way 
for the government to absorb 
only the qualified and disting- 
uished. 

He said that the government 
had pledged before Parliament to 
cany out reform within a limited 

(Continued on page 5) 


Israeli army 
ordered to 
open hearings 
on expulsions 

OCCUPIED JERUSALEM 
(Agencies) — Israel's highest 
court on Sunday ordered the 
army to open to the public its 
appeal bearings against expulsion 
orders for 12 Palestinians, the 
army said. 

“This is tbe first time military 
expulsion appeal hearings will be 
conducted with open doors,” the 
army said. 

Justice ministry spokeswoman 
Etty Esbcd said foe high court of 
justice ruled that foe principle of 
public discussion outweighed 
government-, objections based on 
“security” concerns. 

Israel's announcement on Jan. 
2 that it was expelling 12 Palesti- 
nians from the occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip disrupted 
Middle East peace talks. 

The occupation power ordered 
die expulsions after unidentified 
men killed a settler in Gaza 

Arab delegations delayed leav- 
ing for the next round of peace 
talks until the U.N. Security 
Council condemned the expo]-, 
tions. 

The military appeal panel last 
week rejected requests to open 
hearings to the press. Military 
^ sources said tbe panel wanted to 
prevent exposure of classified 
material. 

But defence lawyers said in 
their high court petition classified 
evidence was not revealed in 
appeal hearings. 


U.S. papers appear to be 
waging anti- Arab campaign 


Special from Washington 

SUNDAY'S U.S. press reports 
were nothing short of alarming. 
With negotiations set to resume 
this morning, yesterday’s news- 
papers seemed to engage in a 
campaign against the Arabs, 
focusing on Israeli settlers’ fears 
and “security” concerns, and 
what some commentators see as 
Arab “terror," rather than discussing 
prospects for foe peace process or 
the weekend’s developments. 
Only foe Philadelphia Inquirer 
carried a report on the resump- 
tion of foe peace talks, noting 
that foe chief Jordanian, Palesti- 
nian and Israeli negotiators might 
meet informally last night — a 
meeting which, “may determine 
whether a compromise is possi- 
ble” in the dispute over negotiat- 
ing tbe two tracks. 

The Washington Post ran a 
long feature on the attitudes of 
Jewish settlers towards the peace 
process, while the New York 
Times story headlined, “Israeli 
settlers see shift by Arabs to 
firearms,” cites Israeli se triers’ 
charges that the Palestinians are 
conducting a violent campaign 
against them. Tbe settlers also 
Criticise what they see as a weak 
response by foe Israeli govern- 
ment. 

The Washington Post also car- 
ried an opinion by Lally 
Weymouth, daughter of 
Washington Post chair Katherine 
Graham, attacking the “Arab ter- 
ror campaign against Israel.” The 
article is accompanied by a bla- 


tantly racist caricature of what is 
apparently an Arab face, wrap- 
ped in a kafiyyieh with only large, 
fierce eyes revealed, skulls 
flashing in the eyeballs. The 
Washington Times ran a similar 
commentary by Cal Thomas on 
what he considers Palestinian 
“terrorist" groups. 

The other trend in Sunday’s 
papers was a reflection on the 
Gulf war, nearly a year after foe 
U.S. intervention. The theme of such 
a commentary and analysis is a 
questioning of whether the war, 
in retrospect, has proven a “suc- 
cess” for President George Bush . 
The Washington Post carried a 
lengthy post -Gulf war analysis by 
Tun Hoagland, as well as an 
opinion by George Will, both 
highlighting what was not 
achieved by foe U.S. effort. 

According to Mr. Hoagland, 
though the world was 'trans- 
formed last year partly as a result 
of the war, “equally striking... is 
how much the war did not change 
our resolve.” Mr. Hoagland 
adds: “Few conflicts have ever 
accomplished so much so quickly 
and yet- left so much urgent un- 
finished business.” Mr. Will sug- 
gests in his commentary: “The 
war diplomacy has left lingering 
anxieties about sovereignty and 
constitutionality, and about the 
process and substance of Bush’s 
foreign policy.” In the New York 
Tunes, Anthony Lewis shared 
this emphasis on the president’s 
role: “The way we went to war 
marked a new high in the un- 
ilateral power of tbe president of 
the United States.” 
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Levy to visit China soon; 
full diplomatic ties in offing 


Kuwait lifts censorship on local press 


PEKING (R) — Israeli Foreign 
Minister David Levy will visit 
China in late January, setting the 
final piece in place for full di- 
plomatic ties. 

Mr. Levy would visit at the 
invitation of Foreign Minister 
Qian Qichen, the Chinese Fore- 
ign Ministry said on Sunday. It 
did not say when he would arrive, 
but diplomats widely expect the 
visit to begin on Jan. 22. 

Mr. Levy's trip to Peking rep- 
resents the final step in Israel’s 
drive for full diplomatic ties with 
Peking, the only permanent 
member of the United Nations 
Security Council without official 
links to the Jewish state. 

China, eager to boost its image 
as an international player, hopes 
normalisation of ties with Israel 
will increase its role in the Middle 
East peace process, diplomats 
said. 

Israel has reportedly made full 
diplomatic recognition a condi- 
tion for increased Chinese parti- 
cipation. 

Peking laid the groundwork for 
official recognition last year by 
welcoming confidential visits by a 
series of high-level Israeli offi- 
cials, despite China's long, out- 
spoken support for the Palesti- 


nian cause. 

The process reached a climax 
in November, when Israeli De- 
fence Minister Moshe Arens 
made a secret trip to China just 
after the start of Arab-Israeli 
peace talks in Madrid. 

Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion (PLO) Chairman Yasser 
Arafat followed with a visit to 
Peking in December, when Chi- 
na’s leaders publicly vowed soli- 
darity but privately hinted that 
recognition for Israel was not far 
off. 

China officially recognises Mr. 
Arafat as head of the State of 
Palestine. 

Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir said on Dec. 27 he ex- 
pected diplomatic ties with China 
soon after Chinese Deputy Fore- 
ign Minister Yang Fuchang paid a 
confidential visit to Israel. 

Although officially on opposite 
sides of the fence, China and 
Israel have had unofficial links in 
the past — including a widely 
reported secret deal in 1987 to 
secure Israeli help to upgrade 
China's missile technology. 

Western news reports have said 
Israel remained an important 
source of military technology for 
China after the United States 


banned such sales following Pek- 
ing’s crackdown on pro-democra- 
cy protests in 1989. 

Israel opened an unofficial 
liaison office in Peking in 1990, 
with a former Israeli ambassador 
as its adviser. China maintains a 
tourism office in Israel. 

China in November wlecomed 
its first official trade delegation 
from Israel that included repre- 
sentatives of El Al, Israel's air- 
line, as well as the Israeli Military 
Industry. 

Peking’s pragmatic foreign 
policy is opening new roads in 
other directions. 

South Korea, already an im- 
portant source for trade and in- 
vestment in China, has a track 
office in Peking and is expected 
to establish formal links soon. 

Last month, China announced 
it was swapping unofficial offices 
with South Korea. 

In a brief news release carried 
by the New China News Agency, 
the foreign ministry did not give a 
date for Mr. Levy’s arrival or say 
how long the trip would last. 

Mr. Levy last week declined to 
comment on a report that his visit 
would begin on Jan. 22 and last 
for at least five days. 


Iraq quick in rebuilding 


BAGHDAD (R) — Iraq, making 
rapid progess in repairing Gulf 
war damage, says most of its 
power network, oil installations 
sind military facilities are back in 
operation. 

Government officials said Saturday 
75 per cent of the power grid, the 
basic pillar of a modern industrial 
society, had been brought back 
on line in an all-out reconstruc- 
tion drive after the war with a 
U.S.-led international coalition. 

They said 85 per cent of oil 
refining capacity had been res- 
tored, as well as most of the 
pipelines, pumping stations and 
storage tanks hit in allied a'r 
attacks. 

The officials, from various gov- 
ernment ministries, were speak- 
ing to reporters at an exhibition 
in Baghdad designed to show 
Iraq's rapid recovery from the 
war. 

Data on display show 99 of 123 
bridges damaged or destroyed hr 
the war have been repaired. 
Work is in progress on the rest. 

One sign said 187 “military 
industry buildings” had been re- 
paired and another 260 damaged 
military facilities were under re- 
construction. There were no de- 
tails on these installations. 

Iraq agreed last March to scrap 
its weapons of mass destruction 


under U.N. ceasefire terms. 

The “Steadfastness and De- 
fiance Exhibition,” in a palace on 
the bank of die Tigris River, is 
part of preparations to celebrate, 
the Jan. 17 anniversary of the 
war’s start. 

Complete with “before and af- 
ter” scale models of wrecked and 
rebuilt bridges, collapsed build- 
ings and bombed refineries, the 
exhibition is designed to show 
Iraq can withstand U.N. sanc- 
tions imposed after its troops 
seized Kuwait in August 1990. 

Iraq has defied foreign predic- 
tions that war damage would take 
years to repair. 

Last March, a special United 
Nations mission concluded: “Iraq 
has, for some time to come, been 
relegated to a pre-industrial age, 
but with the disabilities of post- 
industrial dependency on inten- 
sjtY&jiise of energy and tech- 
nology.” 

How much of the reconstruc- 
tion consists of short-term solu- 
tions is difficult to tell. Officials 
said on Saturday the embargo* 
made it impossible to repair war 
damage 100 per cent. 

“Complete restoration of our 
capacity depends on spare parts 
we used to import," ‘Eid Rashad, 
director general of power and 
distribution in the Industry Minis- 


try, told Reuters. “But our run- 
ning capacity is nearly up to 
demand.” 

Most of Iraq’s 25 power sta- 
tions were hit in first hours of the 
air assault. Wave after wave of 
subsequent attacks cut electricity 
supplies throughout the country. 

“Damage to our system was 88 
per cent.” Mr. Rashad said, “and 
we have repaired 75 per cent of 
that. Some villages in various 
parts of the country are stiil with- 
out power and some factories 
don't have enough but the grid is 
complete again.” 

The pace even defied Iraq’s 
own estimates. Six months ago, 
officials said eight-hour blackouts 
would continue for a long time in 
big cities. Most now have power 
round the dock. 

Iraq's rapid reconstruction has 
prompted government warnings 
of attempts to block progress. 

“Now that the whole world has 
heard about Iraqi achievements 
in the field of reconstruction... 
the aggressors are trying new 
methods to harm Iraq," Prime 
Minister Mohammad Hamza Al 
Zubeidi said at the inauguration 
of the exhibition. 

“These methods include 
threats, distortion, conspiracy, as 
well as new aggressive acts.” 


Kurdish leader criticises West 


LONDON (R) — Kurdish rebel 
leader Massoud Barzani criticised 
the United nations and the West 
on Sunday for what he called 
indifference to the plight of Iraqi 
Kurds. 

He said the world community 
risked losing all it had achieved in 
the Gulf war to end the Iraqi 
occupation of Kuwait one year 
ago unless it worked for a politic- 
al solution that would bring 
autonomy for Kurds in a demo- 
cratic Iraq. 

“It is high time the world com- 
munity looked more critically at 
the situation and worked for a 
political solution,” Mr. Barzani, 
leader of the Kurdistan Democra- 
tic Pam- (KDP), said in an article 
in Britain's Observer newspaper. 

“If it remains inactive, the 
accomplishments of the U.N., 
and of Western allies including 
Britain, may have been in vain,” 
Mr. Barzani said. 

The KDP is one of two main 
parties in the Iraqi Kurdistan 
Front, a rebel alliance that has 
been negotiating with the govern- 
ment since last April to try to 




Massoud Barzani 

secure an autonomy accord. 

An economic blockade by 
Baghdad on Kurdish areas has 
been in force since Oct. 23. Mr. 
Barzani said the blockade was a 


dear violation of U.N. Security 
Coundl Resolution 688. which 
called for an end to Iraqi “aggres- 
sion." 

Iraqi troops crushed the short- 
lived Kurdish rebellion after the 
Gulf war, whose first anniversary 
falls on Jan. 17. More than one 
million Kurds fled to Turkey and 
Iran. 

Mr. Barzani said Western 
countries in the U.S.-led coaliti- 
on that expelled Iraqi forces 
from Kuwait had been unpre- 
pared for an insurgency inside 
Iraq and “indifferent to our upris- 
ing,” while the U.N. was con- 
cerned “only with short-term 
issues.” 

Residual Western military air 
cover for Kurds and a U.N. re- 
fugee assistance programme are 
scheduled to end in June. 

“We are painfully aware that 
long-term international protec- 
tion gives us our only chance of 
dignified survival. Surely the 
world community has the means 
to safeguard the Kurds as well as 
assist in rehabilitation and de- 
velopment?” Mr. Barzani wrote. 


KUWAIT CITY (AP) — 
The government Sunday 
lifted censorship of the local 
press, in effect since 1986, 
Minister of Information Badr 
Al Yacoub announced. 

Mr. Yacoub told the 
Associated Press the govern- 
ment censors would not be 
going to the seven local news- 
papers Sunday night. 

“The editors-in-chief now 
take responsibility for what 
their papers publish,” said 
Mr. Yacoub, adding that he 
was sure Kuwaiti journalists 
“fully understand their role” 
in rebuilding the country. 

‘This is die first step to- 
wards democracy since li- 
beration,” said Ahmad Al 
Rabe’i, a columnist and a 
prominent member of the 
Kuwaiti opposition. 

Censorship was imposed 
on the press after the emir. 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, dissolved parliament 
in 1986. After liberation of 
the emirate from a seven- 
month Iraqi occupation, the 
emir promised elections for 
the coming October. 

“I hope this will be fol- 
lowed by a wave of political 
relaxation that will lead to 
forming a new government 
that, in turn, can guarantee 
honest parliamentary elec- 


tions,” said Mr. Rabe’i,. 
whose columns in the inde- 
pendent paper Al ’ Qabas 
have been censored repe- 
atedly. 

The editor-in-chief of Al 
Qabas, Mohammad Al Saq- 
er, said the lifting of cen- 
sorship was a welcome 
“goodwill gesture" by the 
government. But he said the 
step was incomplete as long 
as the information minister 
had the right to take post- 
publication action against 
newspapers, including closing 
them (town. 

Censorship has eased since 
the war. Articles critical of 
government policies have 
been getting past the censors. 
But editors said articles on 
stateless Arabs, bad debts 
and security have been ban- 
ned by the censors lately. 

Tadeusz Karwecki, manag- 
ing editor of the English- 
language Arab Tunes, said 
lifting censorship will make 
the political orientation of 
the papers “become more 
apparent” 

“Papers here started as 
political vehicles,” explained 
the American editor. “They 
don't care very much for 
offering fair and balanced 
news.” 

Mr. Karwecki said he was 


certain that lifting censorship 
would “revive the spirit of 
the people” by allowing them 
to debate issues. 

“This will make Kuwait 
something unique in the 
Gulf,” said Mr. Karwecki, 
who worked in Saadi Arabia 
before coming to Kuwait be- 
fore the Iraqi invasion. 

The crown prince and 
prime minister. Sheikh Saad 
Al Abdullah Al Sabah, had 
promised a number of 
editors-in-chief last week 
they would consider Lifting 
censorship in light of a code 
of ethics they had prepared. 

The code asks journalists 
to refrain from interfering 
with the internal affairs of 
“sisterly and friendly na- 
tions” and showing disrespect 
to their heads of state. 

It also requires them to 
refrain from playing on 
ethnic or tribal differences. 

“This is a difficult test for 
the Kuwaiti press,” said 
Abdullah Al Gazali, manag- 
ing editor of the pro- 
government daily Al Fajr Al 
Jariid. 

“I really hope that lifting 
censorship will not allow 
some writers to negatively 
affect our national solidar- 
ity,” Mr. Gazali added. 


Maxwell could have killed 
himself, reports say 


Benjedid pushed the reforms 
that led to his departure 


ALGIERS (Agencies) — Like 
Mikhail Gorbachev, Chadli Ben- 
jedid planted the seeds of demo- 
cratic reform that brought his 
own party and his own political 
career to an impasse. 

Algeria's president since 2979, 
a loyal member of the ruling 
party since independence in 
1962, Mr. Benjedid announced 
on national television Saturday 
night that he was resigning. 

He leaves his National Libera- 
tion Front (FLN) on the brink of 
humiliation as the fundamentalist 
Islamic Front (FIS) heads to- 
wards likely control of parliament 
after run-off elections on 
Thursday. 

Less then three years ago, the 
FIS and all other opposition par-, 
ties were illegal. But Mr.. Ben- 
jedid, a pragmatic, low-profile 
leader, gave the go-ahead for a 
new constitution creating multi- 
party democracy and setting the 
stage for the elections which — in 
the first round Dec. 26 — 
throughly repudiated the FLN. 

It won outright majorities in 
only 15 seats, compared to 188 
for the fundamentalists. 

Born to peasant parents in the 
eastern village of Sebaa on April, 
14, 1929, Mr. Benjedid joined the 
liberation war against France in 
1955, was wounded several times, 
and continued in the new nation’s 
army after independence. 

He caught the eye of a top 


revolutionary commander, 
Houari Boumediene, and in 1964 
was named army commandant for 
tiie region around Oran, a post he 
held for 15 years. 

He became a member of Alger- 
ia ’s Revolutionary Council in 1965, 
after the overthrow of President 
Ahmad Ben Bella and the in- 
stallation of Mr. Boumediene as 
the new leader. 

After Mr. Boumediene's death 
in 1978, Mr. Benjedid was 
nominated by the ruling party as 
his successor and was elected 
withoat opposition in Janaary 
1979. 

He was reelected in 1984 and 
again in 1988, to a five-year term, . 

As president, he mixed deter- 
mination with prudence, gradually 
freeing up the political system 
and encouraging some privatisa- 
tions in the Marxist-oriented eco- 
nomy. He disliked ostentation 
and kept his personal life out of 
the public, eye. 

But deep social problems de- 
veloped — high unemployment 
and a resentment by the lower 
classes of a small, privileged and 
often corrupt elite. 

In October 1988, severe rioting 
wracked the country. At least 159 
people, possibly many more, 
were killed, and Mr. Benjedid 
responded by calling a referen- 
dum that adopted the new, demo- 
cratic constitution. 

FLN rule began to unravel with 


the 1988’s riots sparked by high 
unemployment among the young 

Mr. Benjedid used the army to 
.quell the riots but promised 
sweeping economic and political 
liberalisation. 

Analysts agreed the riots were 
against the system, not Mr. Ben- 
jedid. He seized the opportunity 
to make changes which would 
have been unthinkable two years 
earlier. 

The only candidate, he was 
re-elected fora third tern with 81 
per cent of the vote in December 
1988 and changed the power 
structure, making government 
answerable to the National 
Assembly instead of the FLN. 

The new constitution, 
approved by 73 per cent a re- 
ferendum among the country’s 25 
million people in February 1989, 
dropped the state’s commitment 
to socialism and allowed the 
formation of rival political par- 
ties. 

In June 1990, the first impact of 
that constitution was felt — fun- 
damentalist candidates fared bet- 
ter than any other party in nation- 
wide local elections, the first mul- 
ti-party balloting ever in Algeria. - 

In June 1991, street protests 
Orchestrated by the fundamental- 
ists provoked new rioting and 
scores more deaths, prompting 
Mr. Benjedid to order the arrest 
of top FIS leaders and declare a 
four-month state of seige. 


Text of Benjedid’s resignation letter 


HERE IS the text of Algerian President Chadli 
Benjedid’s resignation speech Saturday night, as 
translated by the Assdated Press: 

“In the name of God, the Merciful and Compas- 
sionate, 

“Dear brothers, dear sisters, citizens. 

“You surely know that I did not want to be a 
candidate for president of the republic after the 
death of President Hooari Boumediene. I only 
accepted to be a candidate at the insistence of my 
comrades, realising that it was a heavy responsi- 
bility and a great honour. 

“Since then, 1 filled the post as my conscience 
and duty dictated. My conviction was that the 
Algerian people must be given the means to 
express themselves, as yon had already paid a 
heavy price to arrive on the international scene. 

“As soon as conditions permitted, I also prat into 
motion the democratic process necessary to com- 
plete the experience of the war of liberation. 

“Today we practice a pluralist democracy char- 
acterised by numerous milestones in an environ- 
ment where currents dash. And so, the measures 
taken and the paths necessary to deal with our 
problems have today reached a limit that I am 


unable to go beyond without seriously prejudic- 
ing... public order and national unity. 

“In light of this imminent danger, I believe, in 
my soul and conscience, that the initiatives taken 
wiD not now guarantee peace and agreement 
among the citizens. 

“Faioed with these serious developments, I have 
reflected at length on the crisis and possible 
solutions. The only conclusion I reached was that I 
cannot continue to exercise my functions without 
falling short of the sacred oath I made to the 
nation. 

“Aware of my responsibilities at this historic 
juncture in our country, I feel the only solution to 
the crisis lies in the necessity for me to leave the 
political scene.... 

“This is not an escape from my responsibilities, 
but it comes from the difficulties... that we are 
experiencing. This is in the interest of the stability 
of the country. 

“As of today, I renounce my duties as president, 
and I ask of eacb and everyone' to view this 
decision as a- sacrifice on my part in the highest 
interest of the nation.” 


LONDON (AP) — Two of Bri- 
tain’s leading pathologists dismis- 
sed French claims that Robert 
Maxwell was murdered, but 
added they could not rule out 
suicide, the Sunday Times re- 
ported. 

The Mail on Sunday said the 
68-year-old tycoon “dong franti- 
cally to the side of bis yacht in a 
desperate bid to save his life'’ 
before falling and drowning in the 
Atlantic on Nov. 5. 

Both newspapers based their 
reports on experts’ analyses of 
copies each obtained of a 130- 
minute videotape of an autopsy 
conducted in Israel before Mr. 
Maxwell was ■ buried in occupied 
Jerusalem. 

The Mail said the telltale clues 
that Mr. Maxwell tried to save his 
life were “two badly tom back 
muscles — one in bis left shoulder 
and one in his lower back.” 

The Mail said it showed the 
tape of unidentified medical ex- 
perts who said the torn muscles 
are consistent with a man of Mr. 
Maxwell’s weight, estimated at 
up to 135 kilogrammes, grabbing 
ai the rail of his yacht as he fell to 
his death. 

The Sunday Times said the 
pathologists it consulted said con- 
trary to a French report there was 
no evidence that Mr. Maxwell 
had been brutally beaten, and he 
had probably died by accident or 
natural causes. 

But they left open the question 
of whether Mr. Maxwell took his 
own life, the newspaper said. 

Austin Gresham, professor of 
morbid anatomy at Cambridge 
University, and Dr. Peter Vane- 
zis, head of department of fore- 
nsic and toxicology at Charing 
Cross and Westminster Medical 
School, reviewed the videotape 
for the Sunday Times. 

They said the injuries were 


consistent with an accidental felt 
from the boat, and that the fore- 
nsic work on the body during the 
first autopsy in Grand Canary led 
to the wounds. 

Mr. Vanesris said, “The idea 
that Robert Maxwell had been 
subject to a violent assault, or any s 
way beaten up before his death, is 
in my view wildly inaccurate." 

Mr. Gresham said, 'Tf you add 
all this evidence to the fact that 
he was in his late sixties, was 
overweight and had other risk 
factors for heart disease, such as 
drinking and smoking, the likely 
cause of death would be a heart 
attack.” 

Paris Match last week said the 
Israeli autopsy found bruises on 
Mr. Maxwell’s face, shoulders, 
stomach and calves. A French 
expert. Loic le Ribault, said .the 
wounds indicated he was beaten 
before he fell or was thrown from 
his yacht. 

Carlos Lopez de Lame la, chief 
pathologist of Las Palmas in the 
Canary Islands, who carried out 
the first autopsy, Thursday de- q. 
nied that Mr. Maxwell had been 
beaten. 

Dr. Iain West, a British patho- 
logist who attended the Israeli 
autopsy, also dismissed the idea 
that Mr. Maxwell died violently. 

Still unresolved is whether in- 
surance companies wiD pay a £20 
million accidental death policy 
for Mr. Maxwell. 

Recent disclosures about Mr. 
Maxwell’s financial situation in- 
creased speculation that h= com- 
mitted suicide. 

Authorities are investigting 
allegations that he diverted more 
than SI. 2 billion from two public 
corporations he controlled in a* 
desperate attempt to deal with 
losses at his private companies 
and heavy debts. 


MUDDLE EAST NEWS IN BRIEF 


Committee on Jerusalem to meet Jan. 23 

JEDDAH (AP) — The pan-Mamie committee on Jerusalem is to 
meet Jan. 23 under its chairman, Moroccan King Hassan H, to 
discuss the status of the Holy Gty in the light of the Middle East 
peacemaking process, sources said. The committee, which groups 
several foreign ministers of Islamic countries including Saudi 
Arabia, Iran, Syria, Pakistan, Jordan, Mauritania and Senegal, was 
to have been held next Wednesday, but was postponed because it 
conflicted with a meeting of Islamic information ministers in Cairo 
on Jan. 15 and 16. The sources, diplomats who spoke on condition 
they not be named, said that the committee meets at the call of the 
secretary-general of the Organisation of the Islamic Conference 
(OIC). The Al Ouds Committee was established in 1975. by the 
sixth conference of the OIC foreign ministers in Jeddah. The 
committee was established to follow up developments of the status 
of the Holy City following its seizure by the Israelis during the 
1967 war. 


Iran sends food, clothes to Kabul 

KABUL (AP) — Iranian military planes have landed in this 
snow-bound capital, bringing food and clothes for the poor, the 
government announced Saturday. The . airlift was the second relief 
operation in as many months undertaken by Tehran with the 
consent of President Najibullah’s government. Civil Aviation 
Minister Wade# Safi said two Iranian C-130 transport planes landed 
at Kabul airport on Thursday. Military experts say each plane can 
carry about 65 tons of relief supplies. Despite the bitter cold, 
Afghans say this winter has not been as brutal as in past years. The 
markets have food for this city of two million people, but many can 
not afford it Western and Asian diplomats see the airlift as a thaw 
in relations between the two neighbours. Tehran has backed the 
guerrillas in their 13-year-old fight to overthrow the Kabul 
government, which until Jan. 1 had been armed and supported by 
the former Soviet Union. Iran’s top diplomat in Kabul, Moham- 
mad Taherian, said the airlift was strictly a humanitarian gesture. 
“We will do all those things which might relieve the pain of the 
Afghan people,” Mr. Taherian said. 

Israeli shoots dead three Soviets 

S AVIV (R) — A young Israeli man shot dead a woman 
nmnigrant from the Soviet Union and her parents on Saturday, a 
pobce spokesman said. A police source said the incident may have 
been romantically motivated. The spokesman said the n^n 
knocked on the door of the Unsky family home on Saturday 
evening, carrying an Uzi submachine gun. He shot 52-year old Fani 

*5° d “ r - 5“®*- he fired °n her husband 
Ira J ’. 2 i- He Hien ®hot himself in the 
'5 C ? r j Uld ■ Ira Fani died later in 

hospital. The femily had emigrated to Israel 18 months ago. The 

ld ® nt ® ed ’. is “ critical condition, the 
JP" 5 investigation is proceeding in different 
I J ian was involved with the 

young woman who was killed, a police source said. 
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Dr. Bahjat Badr 849362 

Dr. Mohammad Abo Zdd 675480 

Dr. Adrian Mareour 8K364 

Dr. Hama Mansoor 748364 

Firasphannacy 661912 

Ferdows pharmacy .....778336 

AlAaema pharmacy 637055 

Nammkh pharmacy 623672 

Al Satan pharmacy 636730 

Yaoonb pharmacy 644945 

Sbrocisani pharmacy 637660 

RBBs 

Dr. OmarTahtamuu (_) 

Al Sharaa' pharmacy 275825 

ZARQA; 

Dr. Hisham Sharabati (— ) 

Khahfeh pharmacy 98S417 


EMERGENCIES 

Pood Control Centre 62 

Civil Defence Department 61 

Choi D efen ce Immet&uc 

Resale 6: 

Gvd Defence E mer g enc y 

Rescue PoEce 192,621111,6: 

Fire Brigade 8! 

Blood Bank T 

Highway Poflec & 

Traffic Pobce ffi 

PrtficSecarity Department - 

Hotel Complaints 6( 

Price Comphunls 61 

Water and Sewerage 

Complaints 81 

Amman MimicipaKty 

Complaints 71 

Telephone Information 

(tfrrcctory assistance) 

Overseas Grits 01 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 62 

AbdaE Telephone Repain 6 ( 

Jordan Tdevisioa Tt 

Radio Jordan Ti 

Water Authority _ 6j 


Jordan Electricity Authority ... 815615 
Electric Power 

Company 6 36381 

RJ Flight Information 08- 53200 

0«cn Aha Inti. Airport. 08-53200 

hospitals 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Metical Centre 813813/32 

KhaM Maternity, J. Asm... 644281/6 
AJdleh Maternity. J. Amn 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Mafias, J. Amman ............... 636140 

Pdesdne. Shmctsani 664171/4 

Shmekani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 66722719 

The Islamic, Abdafi 666127/37 

Ai-AhU.Abdali 664164/6 

Italian, AJ-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir, 1. Asftrafieh 775111/26 

Anny, Marita 891611/15 

Queen Alia Hospital 60224050 

Antal Hospital 674155 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

Zarqa National Hotpita] .. (09)900560 


IbnSma Hospital (09)986732 

Al Hums Modem Hospital 

(09)990990 

IB BID: 

Princess Bason Hospital .. (02)27555 5 
Greek Cathofic Hospital (02)272275 
IbnAlNafees Hospital — (02)247100 
AQABA: 

Princes Hays Hospital .... (03)314111 


FOR THE TRAVELLER 

QUEEN ALIA 

INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT 

This mforaartkm is suppBed by Royal 
Jordumn (RJ) bdmmtkm depart- 
ment af (he Queen ARa JUenUHuf 
Airport TcL (08)53200-5, where Jr 
sboufcf always be verified 

AKWJULS 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) Flights 
(TomtfruU 1) 

■840 ... Sanaa (RJ) 


MB Damascus (RJ) 

Riyadh (RJ) 

MP .......................... 1 J i raa r a (Rj) 

9--45 Dobra, Aba Dhabi (RJ) 

Bemnfruj 

BarmtoktRjJ 


“'f* Dubai. Abu Dhabi (RJ) 

21:15 Muscat (RJ) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 


17 M Cairo (RJ) 

I7JS Istanbul (RJ ) 

IfcAl Casablanca. Toufct (RJ) 

lfe30 — ....... Yerevan (RJ) 


Uppedknrer price m 
Apple 


Other Canters (Terminal 2) BeaS* ^ Makammar ^ 


Cairo (MS) 

!*•© — Abu Dhabi, Doha (GFj 

OM .. Paris (AF) 


Carrot 

Cauliflower 

OKunrbera 

C a ®n»bcrs (small) 


Royftl Jordsnian (RJ) FBghts 

(Terminal 1) ** 

Mel 5 Bdnt(RJ) 

11:30 Montreal New YoricHui 

- btanbnlfRJ] 

13*0 Cairo (RJ) 

UcM Yerevan (Rj) 

«30 Bahrain, Doha (RJ) 


Garlic 

....["“I 

Lemon 

Marrow (tage) 

M®now (smell) ..... 
Olives 

(<hy) 


PWaio... 


... 500/450. 
_. 550/ 500 
... 550/450 
180/120 
7301 HO 
„„ 320/260 
... 250/ 200 
_ 500/ 450 
_ 300/160 
_.65D/-S50 
180/120. 
„ 180/120- 
150/ HH 
„3ZM2fiO 
_ 800/ 700 
.. 180/£» ■ 

- ,OOV S 

- SSQf&l 
... 450/400 
«, 340/280 
„ 600/58) 

- 

..- 420/360 
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Private sector must take lead in helping Kingdom 
overcome economic difficulties, minister says 


. By Malm Addasi 

SpedaJ to. the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — The Federation 
_cA Jordanian Chambers of 
Commerce Sunday held its 
; general meeting at the Plaza 
Hotel at winch many ideas 
were proposed in order to aid 
, 'Jordan m overcoming its eco- 
nomic difficulties. 

TheMinistry of Industry and 
Trade is trying to promote and 
increase nationai exports and 
to; encourage investments and 
develop existing industries. 
Minister of Industry and Trade 
Abdullah Ensonr said in the 
opening speech. 

■The ministry has now pro-' 
pared a list erf projects and 
ideas for others which would 
enjoy exemptions and pri- 
vileges' to be established in the 
industrial cities and the free 
zones and will often special 
privileges for exporters who 
export 25 per cent of their 
production, Dr. Ensour said. 

The minister also announced 
that plans have been worked 
out in cooperation with the 
United Nations Industrial De- 
velopment Organisation (UN- 
IDO) and the Institute of Pub- 
lic Administration to launch 25 
medium-sized investment pro- 
jects in Jordan and to train 
investors on of running 

their businesses. 

The plans worked out in the 
past month axe aimed at prom- 
oting national exports, reduc- 
ing the problem of unemploy- 
ment and adjusting the deficit 
in the balance of payments,, 
said the minister. But he 

warned that the national eco- 


nomy was exposed to and 
effected by foehns beyond its 
control. 

Jordan is still suffering from 
economic stagnation. Dr. En- 
actor said. 

"But economies in every 
country grow and often reach a 
plateau. During the early 
eighties, economic growth in 
Jordan readied 10 per cent. In 
the past three years economic 
growth has been very modest 
and was established at 1 per 
cent growth only,” Dr. Ensour 
said, citing the decline in de- 
mand for Jordanian labourers 
in the Golf countries and the 
decrease in exports to these 
countries as reasons for Jor- 
dan’s economic sanation. 

Dr. Ensour explained that 
the economic stagnation lead 
to higher levels of unemploy- 
ment and increased Jordan's 
indebtedness, ultimately lead- 
ing to the devaluation of the 
Jordanian dinar because of the 
increased pressure on the 
country’s reserves of hard cur- 
rency. 

“Accompanying the de- 
valuation of the dinar, Jordan 
temporarily stopped the im- 
porting of certain goods and 
adopted an economic reform 
programme,’! Dr. Ensour said. 
“The reform programme 
showed positive results in the 
first half of 1990, only to be 
counteracted by the effects of 
the Gulf war,” he said, adding 
that although the Gulf war is 
over, Jordan is still suffering 
from its effect as the war has 
created many more challenges 
for the economy. 


Dr. Ensour said that the 
government is working at impro- 
ving the economy by finding 
solutions for the high unem- 
ployment level and reducin g 
the budget deficit as well as 
absorbing Jordanian expatri- 
ates so that economic growth 
in Jordan can be resumed. 

“To ensure the success of 
the new strategy, a groat deal 
of weight foils mi the private 
sector more than on the public 
sector in that the main role of 
file government is to provide 
the environment for invest- 
ment and production by setting 
the economic policies to en- 
courage that," Dr. Ensour 
said. 

He added that the Ministry 
of Industry and Trade has set 
up a unit, which along with 
similar units in other Arab and 
European countries, will intro- 
duce producer of spare parts- 
and materials necessary for 
production. 

“The ministry will help in- 
crease exports through the 
Commercial Centre Corpora- 
tion, finding alternative mar- 4 
kets for Jordanian goods,” Dr. 
Ensour said, adding that the 
ministry has adopted the policy 
of developing a certain product 
line from production to export- 
ing. 

Federation President 
Mo hamma d Asfour addressed 
tiie meeting, noting dial de- 
spite the presence of 7,500 
industrial businesses in the 
Kingdom, the industrial base is 
still far below the required and 
aspired level. 

In addition, he said, the in- 
centives and measures offered 


by the government were not 
sufficient to stimulate invest- 
ments, although the govern- 
ment has provided the re- 
quired infrastructure and en- 
sured political stability. 

Investors require other in- 
centives like the presence of 
skilled workers, minimal cus- 
toms procedures and speedy 
acquisition of industrial inputs, 
Mr. Asfour noted. 

Mr. Asfour also criticised 
the absence of coordination 
among Arab countries in a bid 
to confront the world econo- 
mic blocs and their influence 
on the world economy. The 
creation of the European Eco- 
nomic Community and the em- 
ergence of a European free 
trade zone presents a major 
challenge for the Arab world, 
said Mr. Asfour. 

President of the Amman 
Chamber of Commerce Haidar 
Murad noted in a brief speech 
at the opening of the meeting 
that the national economy was 
facing additional challenges in 
view of the ongoing regional 
developments which require 
the implementation of an eco- 
nomic restructuring program- 
■ me in the Kingdom. 

The commercial sector in the 
country, he said, should shoul- 
der heavy responsibilities 
under these circumstances to 
help Jordan overcome the pre- 
sent difficulties. 

The meeting later discussed 
a number of issues pertaining 
to the functioning of the com- 
mercial sector. It also reviewed 
a report about the general acti- 
vities of the various chambers 
in all govemorates. 


by Princess Wfidan AC (left) and Franco de Courtea, Italy’s 
Hawed Shoccan Foundation Gaflexy 


to Jordan, are now on 


mmm 

the Abdul 


ART REVIEW 


Exhibition provides tour of sensations 


By lea Wahbeh 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Like always in 
good taste, the Abdul Hameed 
Shorn an Foundation Gallery is 
hosting yet another abstract art 
exhibition. The canvases on 
display are those of Princess 
Wijdam Ali and of Italy’s 
ambassador to Jordan Franco 
de Courten. 

The overwhelming feeling 
when stepping in the spacious 
fesplay room is that of warmth, 
of lazy desert days, atemporal, 
suspended, peaceful. But this 
feeling wiH last for only as long 
as the eyes stay riveted to the 
paintings in this room. In file 
room to the right, the serenity 
is replaced by tumultous feel- 
ings and rioting sensations, the 
eyes are hit by a whirlpool of 
colours, passionate, tearing. 

To explain what prompted 
the passion that emanates 
from the c anva s e s, a gripping 
piece of ' prose simply signed 
“Wqdan” says: 

‘Why Karbala’? 

Because Karbala ’ was and con- 
tinues to be the epitome of 
human tragedy in the bistory of 


Muslims and Arabs. 

Each era bad a Karbala’ 
Each place burned a Karbala ’ 
Each people ran away from a 
Karbala’ 

Each person cried a Karbala' 
Karbala ’ is the symol of bet- 
rayal and the beginning of fac- 
tionalism and defeat. 
Yesterday’s Karbala ’ is today’s 
and tomorrow's. 

I chose Karbala ’ (as) a subject 
for my art because I saw a 
hundred past Karbala’s and 
fear a thousand to come.” 

The painting? invariably rep- 
resent letters- of the Arabic 
alphabet, mainly, curved, tak- 
ing the centre part of the can- 
vas. with colours splashed 
around in turbulent strokes of 
brush, giving the impression of 
a hot desert storm. The letters 
are in contrasting colours to 
the predominantly green and 
intense orange background. 
Caligraphy is omnipresent, the 
painting s take you in a dazzling 
world of stormy passion^ 

Equally by synthe- 

sised impressions of light and 
colour, t ranslat ed into abstrac- 
tions, one passes into a calmer 
world, that of Franco de Cour- 


ten’s canvases. 

Perhaps better than anyone, 
his paintings, in mixed media, 
recapture the colours and land- 
scape of Jordan with the flam- 
ing red, gold and light ochre of 
the desert, the brownish yellow 
and grey of the stones and the 
infinite graduations of the 
green of the vegetation. 

In the group of paintings 
titled “Landscape” (paesag- 
gio), tike in almost all his other 
canvases, the artist is using the 
collage technique to skilfully 
create an image. 

Old-looking manuscripts 
have square bits of coloured 
paper superimposed to create 
the landscape. 

The ubiquitous manuscripts, 
together with paper dips, form 
the group of paintings called 
“Composition.” At times, an 
arch or a - dome, at others 
whole buildings (Dome of the 
Rock, Church of the Nativity), 
winding narrow streets and 
vaulted gangways in Jerusalem 
evoke Palestine. 

In “Letters from Jordan,” 
the manuscripts constitute die 
background while the bits of 
collage paper (in dark orange 


or brick brown) seem to make 
up blocks of solid stone, pre- 
cariously balanced, ’’-e in a 
child's cube con: .ction de- 
fying laws of nature and phy- 
sics. 

Four monumental-size pic- 
tures, mixed media on wood, 
break away from the collage 
technique to represent, 
through bold dots and stripes, 
landscapes typical of the four 
seasons. The summer is hot — 
with bright orange abundant 
— , the autumn seems teem 
and fertile, winter is hinting of 
the promise of the spring to 
come. 

. One last group of paintings 
draws its motive from the per- 
vading desert. The “Desert 
Road,” a dark grey band of 
asphalt, crosses the infinite 
sand in a succession of can- 
vases with varying colour and 
landscapes that create a feeling 
of movement, passage through 
time and space. 

The warm sensations seem 
to create an ideal model of 
abstract purity. 

The works win be on display 
until Jan. 28. 


Inter-Continental names 
new general manager 


-4 


AMMAN (J.T.) ■ — Chawki 
Ayonb, who has over 30 years of 
experience in the hotel business, 
has been named the new general 
manager at the Hotel Inter- 
Continental Jordan, according to 
a hotel statement Sunday. 

Mr. -Ayoub, ' who graduated 
from “a. five-year programme at 
the Beirut Hotel School, began 
his career at the Phoneda Inter- 
Continental Hotel in Beirut when 
it was opened in 1962, according 
to fee s ta t e m e nt. 

J Mr. Ayoub worked in the Food 
Beverage and the Banquet- 
ing departments unto the out- 
heak of Lebanon’s avU war in 
.1976, v wfaen he was transferred to 

fof-Inter-Cbntinratal Riyadh in 

Santfi Arabia. In 1985, he became 
general manager of at the Jeddah 
Conference Palace. 



Sudanese delegation visits PSD 

AMMAN (Petra) — Public Security Department Director Maj. 
Gen. Fadel AfiFnbeid Sunday received a visiting Sudanese police 
delegation headed by Maj. Gen. Hassan Ahmad Siddiq. Maj. 
Gen. Fubeid praised Jordanian -Sudanese relations, particularly in 
tiie public security field. The delegation visited the various PSD 
sections, including the planning and organisation, studies, crimin- 
al investigations, control and command, and were briefed on the 
functions of these departments. 


Chawki Ayoub 

Prior to transferring to the 
Hofei Enter-Continental Jordan 
in December 1991, Mr. Ayoub 
was general manager at the Hotel 
Inter-Continental A1 Ain in the 
United Arab Emirates, according 
to the statement. 


A STEP UP — Safwan 
Batatnrh, a former rnhmwriwt 
of the Jordan Times, has been 
re-appointed economic adviser 
to the prfane minister. A gradu- 
ate from Cofumbfai University, 
Mr. Bataineh had held the 
same post between 1988 mid 
1990 and had worked earlier as 
an associate and vice-president 
for several U.S. investment 
banks. 


Lower House endorses restrictions 
on Royal Jordanian; Upper 
House to take up matter 


By a Jordan Times Staff 
Reporter 

AMMAN — The Lower 
House of Parliament Sunday 
endorsed its Legal Commit- 
tee's recommendation that the 
House insist on imposing cer- 
tain restrictions on the national 
carrier, Royal Jordanian (RJ), 
and to again send a related law 
to the Upper House (Senate) 
for a second study. 

The House endorsement left 
open the possibility of a joint 
session of the two chambers of 
Parliament if the Senate re- 
mained firm in its rejection of 
the Lower House's recom- 
mendations, but deputies ex- 
pressed confidence that the 
two Houses would work out 
the differences. 

“It is dear that the differ- 
ences are not that serious,” 
said House Legal Committee 
Chairman Hussein Mjalli. “We 
hope we can work this out 
between us.” 

The amendments that the 


House insists on relate to a 
1973 law which gives cargo 
monopoly to RJ and a 1980 law 
which gives the airline a free 
hand to raise loans as it finds 
necessary without seeking gov- 
ernment approval. 

“There are other companies 
which seek to enter the area 
and therefore RJ cannot hope 
to have monopoly,” said Mr. 
Mjalli, explaining the House's 
stand. “Similarly, the national 
airline cannot have the free- 
dom to obtain loans as it 
chooses since the ultimate 
liability will rest with the gov- 
ernment since RJ is govern- 
ment owned.” 

These are the key differ- 
ences between the two Houses, 
he explained. The Upper 
House, in its first reading of 
the law, ruled against the 
amendments and sent it back 
the house last month. 

The review of the RJ laws is 
part of the constitutional pro- 
cess which warrants parliamen- 
tary approval for all temporary 


laws enacted during either par- 
liamentary recess or suspen- 
sion of the legislative author- 
ity. 

The laws related to the air- 
line are among hundreds of 
laws enacted by the gov- 
ernment during the 10-year 
period between 1974 — when 
Parliament was suspended — 
and 1984 when parliamentary 
life was restored. 

The question whether a joint 
session of the two elected Low- 
er House and the appointed 
Upper House would be held on 
the RJ law remained open Sun- 
day. Under the constitution, if 
the two Houses cannot reach 
agreement on any legislation, 
then a joint session has to be 
held wife a collective majority 
vote as the tiebreaker. 

The laws on RJ, with their 
amendments, go to the Legal 
Committee of the Senate after 
which the foil Upper House 
will discuss the issue. If the 
Senate refuses to endorse the 
amendments sought by the 


Lower House, then a joint 
session will be held under the 
chairmanship of the speaker of 
the Upper House. 

During Sunday's House ses- 
sion, Deputy Fans Nabula re- 
quested that the government 
brief the House on the findings 
of an auditing of the RJ 
accounts by an international 
auditing finn. 

Deputy Prime Minister and 
Minister of Transport Ali 
Suheimat replied that the re- 
quest be made in writing and 
then the government would 
present its ‘reply, also in writ- 
ing. 

The debate on the RJ laws 
was the focus of the House 
session Sunday. On other 
issues, some of the deputies, 
mostly representing outlying 
regions, requested the govern- 
ment to assess the damages 
suffered by farmers and re- 
gional infrastructure and ser- 
vices from the recent blizzards 
and do the needful in addres- 
sing the problem. 




Crown Prince calls for new 
approaches to plight of refugees 


NEW DELHI, India (J.T.) — 
New approaches to solving the 
problems of refugees and fee 
plight of those who were forced 
to flee during the Gulf crisis and 
war are vitally needed. His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Hassan 
has said in a speech here. 

In the speech Saturday, read 
on Prince Hassan's behalf by 
Muhammad Hamdan, former 
president of Yarmouk Universi- 
ty, the Crown Prince called for 
new measures to address the con- 
tinuing problems of fee refugees 
of the recent Gulf war. He also 
said new mechanisms for dealing 
with such problems in the future 
needed to be established. 

“The only way to begin such a 
process is to hold extensive, hon- 
est and open debates within fee 
international community, involv- 
ing policy-makers, researchers 
and relief workers,” Prince Has- 
san said in a speech at the begin- 
ning of a conference on popula- 
tion movements, food crisis and 
community response organised 
by the Centre for the Study of 
Administration Relief. 

“The role of institutions such 
as the Centre for the Study of 
Administration of Relief in this 
process is crucial, and I take this 
opportunity to applaud the excel- 
lent work which you have done, 
and to offer you every encourage- 
ment for your efforts in the fu- 
ture,” Prince Hassan said. 

In his speech, the Crown 
Prince outlined the problems Jor- 
dan had and is farina as a result of 
.the (hspEacemeni of millions of peo- 
ple before, during and after the 
Gulf war. Tire displacement of 
such a large number of people, he 


said, “represents one of the 
largest involuntary demographic 
movements of recent times, and 
is possibly the most far-reaching 
in terms of the number of coun- 
tries affected.” 

The displacement of the re- 
fugees took place in five main 
waves, he said. The first occurred 
soon after fee invasion of Kuwait 
by Iraq in August 1990, in which 
up to one million migrant work- 
ers and professionals from Iraq 
and Kuwait fled the Gulf region. 

“The movement into Jordan 
comprised hundreds of thousands 
of Egyptian and other Arab 
workers, as well as some 250,000 
Jordanian returnees and Palesti- 
nians with Jordanian docu- 
ments,” he said. “It also included 
hundreds of thousands of mig- 
^ rants from south and southeast 
Asian countries — principally 
from India, Bangladesh. Pakis- 
tan. Sri Lanka and the Philip- 
pines — cn route to their home 
countries.” 

The second wave of displace- 
ment. he continued, occurred in 
the period between the outbreak 
of fee war and fee ceasefire, 
when about 65.000 people left fee 
war zone. 

The third wave occurred in the 
wake of fee war and fee resulting 
rebellions in northern and south- 
ern Iraq. Up to two million Kurds 
and Shiites fled towards Turkey 
and Iran during this period, he 
said. The fourth wave occurred as 
these refugees returned to their 
homes in fee aftermath of fee put 
down of fee rebellion. 

The fifth wave occurred in mid- 
1991 wife a renewed exodus of 
Jordanians and Palestinians from 


Kuwait, largely to Jordan, the 
Crown Prince said. 

Crown Prince Hassan stressed 
fee cost to Jordan of fee displace- 
ment of these people. “In addi- 
tion to accommodating these eva- 
cuees, Jordan has had to cope 
with up to 300.000 of its own 
‘returnees' from Kuwait, Iraq and 
other Golf states.” he said. 

“Although many of these peo- 
ple hold Jordanian documents, 
most had been abroad for much 
of their lives.” the Crown Prince 
said adding feat their links with 
and direct experience of Jordan 
was limited. 

Pointing out feat a high prop- 
ortion of these people were bom 
and raised abroad, Crown Prince 
Hassan criticised the use of the 
term “returnees” in reference' to 
them. “The term *rcturnees*Ts a 
total misnomer in many cases and 
does not apply to these groups," 
be said. “Most of those displaced 
cannot be said to be returning to 
a homeland feat they do not 
know at all. Their home, on any 
reasonable construction of the 
word, was the place which they 
were obliged to leave." 

Citing fee Universal Declara- 
tion of Human Rights adopted in 
1984, Crown Prince Hassan 
pointed out feat fee document 
does not speak .of the right of 
people to leave or return to their 
“state,” but to their “country.” 

The Crown Prince went on to 
outline fee current international 
mechanisms of dealing with fee 
mass displacement of people, 
saying it was inadequate to cope 
with situations similar to the Gulf 
crisis and war. Recent changes. 


namely the creation of a huma- 
nitarian coordinator post at the 
United Nations which would have 
a $50 million fund to deal with 
such problems, are inadequate 
and leave many questions to be 
answered, he said. 

“Is fee concentration of such 
power in one post advisable?" he 
asked. “What mechanisms of 
accountability will be built into 
this post? How will it be deter- 
mined which situations are de- 
serving of intervention and which 
are not?” 

The Crown Prince also ques- 
tioned the legality and propriety 
of establishing “safe havens" 
within national borders by inter- 
national agencies. While seeming 
to be necessary under certain 
circumstances, “by their nature, 
humanitarian interventions are 
seldom taken at face v*lue.” he 
said “They can easily be regarded 
as unwarranted interference, or 
fee imposition of alien values, 
and therefore be dismissed as a 
new kind of imperialism." 

The recent events in the Mid- 
dle East and the displacement of 
so many people raise a number of 
disturbing questions feat need to 
be addressed by the international 
community, Crown Prince Has- 
san said. 

“It may yet be feat fee crisis of 
mass displacement in fee Middle 
East will provide fee impetus 
towards improvement," he said. 
“If that be the case, then we may 
look back on fee days of crisis 
and congratulate ourselves not 
only on surviving their dangers, 
but upon making compassionate 
and effective use of their oppor- 
tunities.” 


Children to be treated in U.S. 


AMMAN (Petra) — Ai Hussein 
Society for fee Rehabilitation of 
fee Physically Handicapped will 
send three disabled children to 
fee United States for treatment 
and rehabilitation, according to 
Her Royal Highness Princess Ma- 
jda Raad, the society president. 

The Princess voiced happiness 
for this opportunity to treat the 
handicapped children abroad and 
lauded the efforts made by some 
parties to shoulder the travel and 
treatment costs. 

The society’s physiotherapist, 
Saleh Al Arabi, who will accom- 
pany fee kids, said fee children 


need treatment from fee com- 
plications caused by polio and 
expressed hope that these chil- 
dren will be able to lead a normal 
life. 

The children and their families 
expressed their appreciation and 
gratitude to His Royal Highness 
Prince Raad Ben Zeid, fee chief 
chamberlain, and to Princess 
Majda as well as those who con- 
tributed to this humanitarian 
effort. 

The three children suffer from 
.crippling polio effects which can- 
not be treated in Jordan. 


Exhibition features cultural, 
social development in Irbid 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minis- 
ter Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker Sun- 
day opened an exhibition display- 
ing fee achievements of the Irbid 
municipality, which featured 
different cultural, social and de- 
velopmental aspects of fee north- 
ern city between 1979 and 1991. 

The .exhibition, held at the 
Royal Cultural Centre in Am- 
man, displays maps, posters and 
other items that present a general 
picture of fee development of 
Irbid over the past 22 years. 

Minister of Municipal and Ru- 
ral Affairs and the Environment 
Abdul Razzak Tnbeishat, a for- 
mer mayor of Irbid, said in a 
statement that plans carried out 
by the municipality entailed the 
creation of 25 public gardens wife 
public libraries and children’s 
playgrounds. 

The services of the I ibid muni- 
cipality benefited areas around 
the dty covering towns and vil- 


lages, he said. 

The Irbid municipality is cur- 
rently working on a set of regula- 
tions designed to preserve the old 
style buildings in frbid, similar to 
a practice followed in Salt. Dr. 
Tnbeishat noted. 

The minister announced that 
fee old prison in Irbid built under 
Ottoman rule will be transformed 
into a cultural centre u, be run by 
the Department of Antiquities. 

Jamil Momani, head of the 
Irbid Municipal Council , was 
quoted as saying that fee exhibi- 
tion displays designs of a dumber 
of major projects in Irbid, includ- 
ing the new municipal complex 
feat includes a budding, car park, 
public gardens and libraries. 

In addition, be said, a design 
for the Hashemite garden will 
also be displayed among other 
items together with a booklet 
covering the main features of the 
municipality’s achievements. 


Society reiterates strong ties 
between Jordanians, Germans 


BONN (Petra) — The Jordanian- 
German Friendship Society 
Saturday held its annual celebra- 
tion in fee presence of Jordanian 
Ambassador to Germany, Khalid 
Madadha. several German perso- 
nalities and members of the 
Jordanian community in Ger- 
many. 

The celebration was opened 
wife the society's traditional 
song, which expresses the 
friendship between the Jordanian 
and German peoples. The 
celebration hall was bedecked 
with photos of His Majesty King 
Hussein and Jordanian and Ger- 
man flags. 

The chairman of fee society 
delivered an address in which he 
emphasised fee positive role of 
fee society, which was established 
in 1963, in promoting relations 
between the two peoples and 
familiarising fee German people 
with Jordan and its civilisation. 

Mr. Madadha also delivered an 
address in which he thanked fee 
chairman and members of the 
society for their efforts in bolster- 


ing Jordanian-German relations. 

Addressing the ceremony nkn 
was Odou Steinback, director of 
fee Oriental Studies Institute in 
Hamburg. Dr. Steinback lauded 
fee democratisation process in 
Jordan and commended King 
Hussein's stands and efforts to 
serve world peace. 

He called on- the European 
Community (EC) to contribute 
effectively to solving fee Middle 
East problems. 

At the ceremony, lottery tick- 
ets were sold to the audience. 
The proceeds of fee lottery will 
benefit Palestinians living in re- 
fugee camps in Jordan. 

In remarks to the Jordan News 
Agency, Petra, at the ceremony. 
Mr. Madadha described the 
Jordanian-German relations as 
historical. “These relations were 
always distinguished for coopera- 
tion and understanding,” be said. 

“Jordan has always benefited 
from German assistance which 
was extended to it in the form of 
easy-term loans, grants, training 
courses and in-kind assistance.” 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A Mgjor International Finn is seeking to employ 

1) A German national, part time, for Jordan office, 
university degree. 

2) A Japanese national, part time, for Jordan office, 
university degree. 

Only qualified interested applicants to send their 
C.V. and other documents with a recent photo to: 

P.O.Box 921100 
Amman - Jordan 
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Overburdened system 

PRIME MINISTER Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker deserves 
all the praise and support for the effort be initiated 
yesterday to reform the country's administrative body. 
The task, as he rightly put it, is urgent. In his speech to 
the Civil Service Council Sunday, the prime minis ter 
pinpointed the ills that plague Jordanian civil service 
and laid down a comprehensive plan for its reform. As 
Sharif Zeid pointed out, this overhaul process, vital to 
any country’s development, has long been overdue. 
Yet it was so comforting to hear the prime minister 
assert that be would follow-up on the process and its 
progress. Also reassnring is the premier’s call on the 
Civil Service Council to enlist the services or the 
universities and public institutes to participate in the 
process and his advice to involve the media and the 
public at large in the debate over the reforms. 

The task, however, is awesome. Over the years the 
civil service has got inflated and overregulated. Even 
more, civil servants, as is the case in all countries, have 
extended and overstretched their domain to all aspects 
of people’s lives. 

It is a fact that the average Jordanian citizen was 
much more independent 20 or 30 years ago. The civil 
service, with the laws and regulations governing its 
functions, has almost stripped people of all their 
independence to handle their affairs by themselves and 
placed them in the han ds of government and its so 
many and sprawling ministries, authorities and de- 
partments. Two of the most important points in the 
prims minister’s address were his call for the review of 
laws and regulations and for decentralisation. These 
two very important aspects of the reform process need 
to be emphasised and reemphasised more often. The 
concept of the government as the provider, the 
decider, the executor, has become so ingrained in 
people’s psyche to the extent that it has paralysed their 
initiative and will. The role of the individual, the 
community, the village, the town as autonomous units 
must be regained. Last week’s snowstorm has shown 
that dependence on the central government and its 
central authorities only aggravated problems, whether 
natural or man-made. His Majesty the King clearly 
pointed to this in the cabinet meeting. 

Saturday when he called on citizens to shoulder their 
responsibility and cooperate to run their affairs, 
especially in times of crisis. We are heartened to see 
this long-sought process starting at last. We strongly 
believe that the government deserves all the support 
Jordanians can extend to it to succeed in this issue. 
While we salute the prime minister for his move, we 
wish him and his team the best of luck. 


ARABIC E»&ESS COMMENTARIES 


AL RA'I Arabic daily launched a very strong and bitter attack on 
the U.S. administration for its continued stand with regard to the 
sanctions imposed on Iraq and for what, it said, were lies designed 
to pave the ground for the U.S. -led aggression on Iraq a year ago. 
In his meeting with Tareq Aziz, the U.S. secretary of state 
realised that Iraq wanted to settle the question peacefully but 
preferred to pursue the course of falsehoods backed by an 
American media controlled by the U.S. administration, full of 
groundless reports about the situation in the Gulf, said the paper. 
The U.S. administration had poisoned the minds of the American 
public with lies and false information about the situation in the 
Gulf region and fabricated stories to deceive the American 
people, the paper continued. It said that President Bush was keen 
on using the false reports about the situation in the Gulf as a 
means to mobilise the American public against Iraq and its 
leadership, thus paving the ground for the aggression. Furth- 
ermore, Mr. Bush. Mr. Baker and many other U.S. official had 
made clear their desire to see the Iraqi people massacred and 
Iraqi infrastructure destroyed, long before the aggression was 
launched, said the paper. By underlining these facts one week 
before the first anniversary of the war. the paper said it wanted to 
dearly point out to the most dangerous men in the world who are 
bent to cause destruction and bring conflict to the nations of the 
world. The paper Said that by pursuing the course of deceit, 
double standards and aggression, the U.S. administration is 
proving that it can never win the credibility as a custodian of 
world's stability and security. 

As the Israeli and Arab delegations to the Middle East peace talks 
prepare for the new round of negotiations in Washington, one can 
only expect Israeli leaders to embark on fresh measures and 
malpractices in the occupied Arab territories to abort the peace 
plans, said a columnist in Swat A1 Shaab daily Sunday. In 
■Washington, the Israeli delegation is expected to raise procedural 
questions insisting on Israel's demand to talk to the Palestinians 
and Jordanians jointly, thus placing another obstacle in the path 
of the peace negotiations, said Salameh Ekour. The writer said 
that Israel is interested in procedural matters as it is afraid to 
delve into matters of substance which demand its withdrawal from 
the occupied Arab lands. It is keen on stalling for time, awaiting 
for the multilateral talks, to begin in Moscow, which, Israel 
hopes, would be in its favour. The writer said that through the 
Moscow meeting. Israel is hoping to settle questions related to 
water, armament, security, oil and refugees and to establish 
economic and cultural ties with the Arabs, without having to solve 
the basic issue of withdrawing from the occupied territories. He 
said that the Arab negotiators should by no means end the 
bilateral talks in Washington unless Israel is made to heed the will 
of the world community and accept to withdraw its forces from 
the occupied Arab lands. 



Weekly Political Pulse 


By Waleed Sadi 



issues different reasons 


ISRAEL is expected to lump the issue of Palestinians’ right to 
return or to compensation with the subject of Jewish emigrants 
from Arab countries in the multilateral peace talks scheduled to 
kick off in late January. On the surface, this "mixing up" of these 
to legally separate matters appears to be benign or fair. Yet, at 
closer scrutiny, the subject of Jewish emigres from Arab lands 
is legally and politically distinguishable from the exodus of 
Palestinians from their homeland. From a strictly juristic perspec- 
tive, the right of the Palestinians forced to leave their country to 
-their properties or compensation for them, in addition to their 
right to return, cannot by any stretch of imagination be associated 
with “similar" rights related to Jews from Arab countries who 
emigrated or left their ancestral homes in several Arab states. The 
reason is simple and clear: we are dealing here with sovereign 
Arab states and the rights of whatever nature or compensations 
ensuing therefrom to the Jews who left their countries of origin 
cannot prejudice or affect in any form whatsoever the rights of the 
Palestinian people as such. Morocco. Syria, Egypt or any other 
Arab country from which Jews had left may have incurred 
separate liabilities vis-a-vis such Jews, but such separate legal and 
political obligations are not and cannot be linked to the rights of 


the Palestinian people that ensued from their exodus from 
Palestine. 

The advocates of the proposition to treat the affected Arab 
countries plus the Palestinian people as one legal and political 
party for the purpose of trading one set of rights belonging to the 
concerned Jews for the rights of the Palestinians are therefore 
either novice in legal matteis or too simplistic in their approach. 
Had there been some kind of a clearing house for sue b matters in 
which Israel, the concerned Arab states and the international 
community would have pitched in tbeir financial resources, then 
and only then some kind of trading could have taken place for 
such an overall objective. Otherwise, the Jews of Morocco will 
have to make their claims to the Moroccan government for any 
right they believe it is owing them. The same goes for the Jews of 
Egypt or any other Jews from Arab countries who would like to 
stake out a claim for property on compensation . Such claims are 
patenly, different from the rights of Palestinians to their prop- 
erties which can be addressed only to Israel. 

On the political rights level, again the rights of the Palestinians 
are fundamentally different from the rights of Jews who left 


various Arab states. For one thing, such Jews have ne..r 
demanded tbeir repatriation to their Arab homelands, to jc> 
done so, I believe they would have been granted this ngh_ By contrast, 
the Palestinians are not only demanding, they insist on their ngh» 
to return to tbeir ancestral homeland. Moreover, *e root causes 
behind the Palestinian exodus are drastically different from 
those associated with the departure of Jews from vanousArab 
countries. Besides, the volume and implications o. the Palestinian 
forced departure is also greater since they had oncecomh^Utta 
the majority of the people in Palestine before most of it was 
turned into the state of Israel, whereas the Jews in Arabcountnes 
were never more than a minority in their respective Arab 

homelands. 

To sum things up. juxtaposing the rights of Palestinians and the 
rights of Jews from different Arab countries is untenable legal. v 
and politically and cannot be addressed as it they were one and 
the mm* thing. It would be prudent to keep such distinction in 
mind when the multilateral talks are launched in the near future. 
Otherwise, the parties would plunge into a quagmire from which 
they may not extricate themselves with immunity. 


embodies Palestine; at home she’s controversial 


By Marcus Etiason 

The Associated Press 

RAMALLAH. OCCUPIED 
WEST BANK — As darkness fell 
and Israeli loudspeakers warned 
of the curfew. Han an Ashrawi’s 
10-year-old daughter burst into 
the living room, close to tears. 

She had just heard the peace 
talks were back on track. That 
was good news for the Middle 
East, of course, but for Zeina it 
meant her mother would soon be 
off to Washington for another 
indefinite spell away from home. 

Han an Ashrawi’s calm, articu- 
late style makes her an ideal 
spokeswoman for the Palestinian 
negotiating team, but there is a 
price beyond a disrupted family 
life. Having played a prominent 
role in bringing Israelis and 
Palestinians to the table, she must 
now wend her way between 
hazardous extremes. 

Hard-line Israelis see her as a 
mouthpiece for their archenemy, 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat, 
and would love to put her behind 
bars. 

Hard-line Palestinians see the 
U.S.-brokered peace process as a 
betrayal of their cause and Mrs. 
Ashrawi as an upper-class, wes- 
ternised matron far removed 
from the daily battle against 
Israeli occupation. 

Neither side can deny, howev- 
er. that in the propaganda war 


being waged for Western opin- 
ion, the measured, unflappable 
Ashrawi style is a more effective 
weapon than Mr. Arafat's finger- 
wagging rhetoric. 

The commitment of moderates 
like Mrs. Ashrawi. 45. was sev- 
erely tested this past week after 
Israel ordered the expulsion of 12 
Palestinians for alleged subver- 
sion. The unusually harsh mea- 
sure, provoked by lethal attacks 
on Israelis, put pressure on the 
Palestinian team to pull out of the 
peace talks altogether. 

Mrs. Ashrawi kept her suit- 
cases packed. She firmly rebuffed 
the suggestion that the peace 
process was dead, met publicly 
with the wives of some of the men 
facing expulsion and reacted with 
dignified calm to their anguished 
reproaches, even when one ex- 
claimed: "Hanan Ashrawi, you 
do not represent os." 

On Tuesday, after the U.N. 
Security Council denounced 
Israel, the PLO decided to let the 
talks go ahead. Next morning, 
she would board a bus with the 
Palestinian negotiating team and 
set off for neighbouring Jordan to 
catch a flight to Washington. 

The telephone rang incessantly 
in the Ashrawi house. Aides, 
bodyguards and family bustled 
about. The family cat ambled in 
looking for a warm spot. Zeina 
watched cartoons on TV. Mrs. 
Ashrawi's husband. Emile, a soft- 
spoken. bushy-bearded photo- 


grapher, asked who wanted 
coffee. 

Sittting on a couch in the living 
room, Mrs. Ashrawi radiated 
quiet self-assurance. She is a pro- 
fessor of English literature, and it 
shows in her elegant English as 
well as her orderly exposition of 
the Palestinian cause. 

She began a sentence in En- 
glish, switched to Arabic for a 
phone call from Washington, 
then back to English to complete 
the sentence. 

Another call, from a U.S. radio 
station. No, sbe can’t confirm the 
talks are going ahead, the 
announcement must come from 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation. 

Mrs. Ashrawi is careful not to 
appear to be calling the shots 
ahead of Mr. Arafat, who en- 
trusted her with the task of speak- 
ing for the Palestinian negotiating 
team. „ 

Her media stardom is of recent 
origin, but her involvement in 
politics began in 1967, when she 
was at college in Beirut and the 
Arab-Israeli war resulted in 
Israeli occupation of the West 
Bank. 

“Suddenly my family was in 
jeopardy and I couldn't go 
home." she said. “Ramailah was 
under occupation. My bouse was 
shelled. For days I didn’t know 
whether my parents were alive or 
dead. All I knew was, it’s my 


problem now, l have to find a 
way of going home." 

It took six years to win Israeli 
permission to come home. She 
taught literature at Bir Zeit Uni- 
versity near Ramailah. married 
Emile, had two daughters and fed 
in with like-minded Palestinian 
intellectuals who were evolving 
“away from the old all-or-nothing 
approach that denied Israel’s 
right to exist. 

Meanwhile, Israelis sympathe- 
tic to the Palestinian cause were 
hearing more and more about a 
straight-talking woman from 
Ramailah who was willing to 
meet them and debate, and to call 
openly for an independent 
Palestinian state in tthe West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, coexisting 
with Israel. 

It was a way to get beyond the 
gun-toting terrorist .stereotype 
and “make Israelis see us Palesti- 
nians as human beings." as Mrs. 
Ashrawi put it. 

In 1988, when Arafat finally 
endorsed the two-state solution, 
it was time for people like Mrs. 
Ashrawi to assume a leadership 
. role. 

Throughout last year, she met 
regularly with U.S. Secretary of 
State James Baker to set up the 
peace talks. The living room of 
her large, two-story house in 
Ramailah, 13 kilometres north of 
Jerusalem, has welcomed an 
array of Western dignitaries. 

The Israeli government doesn't 



on two legs 


The following article is a news 
feature released by the United 
Nations Children's Fund 

AS the 20th century comes to an 
end, monopoly state control of 
economic life is an idea whose 
time has gone — discredited 
among the millions of people 
whose hopes it raised but whose 
needs it failed to meet. 

The evidence of that failure is 
scattered not only over Eastern 
Europe and the Soviet Union but 
over even larger areas of the 
developing world. * 

Free-market economies, 
although facing many serious 
problems of their own, have 
generally shown themselves to be 
more successful in raising the 
living standards of the majority. 

In this climate of self- 
satisfaction among free mar- 
keteers. UNICEF's 1992 State of 
the World's Children report tries 
to regain perspective by stressing 
the other half of the development 
consensus now emerging. 
"Market-friendly economic poli- 
cies do not mean that govern- 
ments can leave development to 
the market-place." says the re- 
port. "It is the responsibility of 
government, among other things, 
to ensure basic investments in 
people — in nutrition, health 
care, dean water, safe sanitation, 
family planning services, and 
education.” 

The report rites the economic 


success stories of Japan. South 
Korea, and Taiwan to show that 
expenditure on such services as 
education and health are “not 
just social expenditures but eco- 
nomic investments, not just in- 
dulgences which can only be 
afforded after countries have be- 
come prosperous but the found- 
atinos without which widespread 
prosperity will not be achieved.” 

In other words, concludes UN- 
ICEF, development proceeds 
most steadily when it walks on 
the two legs of a market-friendly 
economic policy and a govern- 
ment commitment to ensuring 
investment in people. 

Skewed spending 

At present, the governments of 
the developing countries invest, 
on average, only about 12 per 
cent of their budgets in the health 
and education of the poor major- 
ity. Most of the available money, 
says the UNICEF report, tends to 
go to relatively high-cost services 
for a small minority of the 
population: “For 75 per cent of 
public spending on health to 
serve only the richest 25 per cent 
of the population is not untypical; 
for more to be spent on sophisti- 
cated operations than on the low- 
cost control of mass disease is not 
uncommon: for 30 per cent of 
health budgets to be spent on 
sending a privileged few for treat- 
ment abroad is not unknown." 

Such distortions in favour of 


the better-off are also evident in 
education. Despite decades of 
research findings which regularly 
demonstrate that investment in 
primary education yields signifi- 
cantly higher social and economic 
returns, government spending in 
almost all developing countries is 
heavily biased towards higher 
education. In India, where be- 
tween 60 and 70 children could be 
given primary education for the 
cost of training one university 
student, approximately half of 
the nation's children fail to finish 
primary school, while the country 
as a whole produces more gradu- 
ates than it can productively em- 
ploy. 

The 1990 World Summit for 
Children agreed on the goal of a 
basic education for all children 
(and completion of primary 
education by at least 80 per cent) 
before the year 2000. Japanese 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu told 
the summit: “It is no exaggera- 
tion to say that the policy of 
promoting education constituted 
the veiy foundation of Japan's 
development. In developing 
countries the first priority should 
be to institute and improve basic 
education and raise the literacy 
rate among children so as to 
enable them to live with dignity. 
National development can take 
place only when all people have 
the opportunity to receive educa- 
tion.” 

In both Japan and South 


Korea, universal primary educa- 
tion preceded economic take-off, 
and in both the investment in 
education for all was made at a 
stage when per capita incomes 
were lower, in real terms, than in 
most developing countries today. 

If the goal of basic education 
for all is to be met by the year 
2000, then an extraordinary effort 
is called for in the early 1990s, 
says UNICEF. 

Pioneering efforts in Bang- 
ladesh, Colombia, and Zim- 
babwe, have shown that access to 
primary education for all children 
can today be achieved at an 
affordable cost. Using such new 
methods, the extra money re- 
quired would be approximately 
$5 billion a year throughout the 
199%. The costs of not achieving 
that goal will be far higher. 

“Investment in education,” 
says the State of the World’s 
Children report, “yields its di- 
vidends in many other forms: it 
confers the ability to continue 
learning, from a wide range of 
sources, throughout adult life. It 
modernises attitudes and builds 
confidence in change. It stimu- 
lates broader participation in 
political life. It assists the process 
of allowing what is good in the 
new to replace what is bad in the 
old. It brings an awareness of new 
ideas and new choices. It raises 
the average age of marriage, 
makes family planning more like- 
ly, and reduces birth rates." 



The World Summit for Children promised to reduce child deaths poBo and to ensure that every child has at least a basic education 

by a third , to reduce child malnutrition by half, to bring an end to by the end of this century (FOe photo) 


talk to Mrs. Ashrawi. but so far 
has resisted pressure from hard- 
liners to put her on trial for 
contact with the PLO. 

“I have no problem sitting 
down with anyone,’ sbe said. 

Of Israelis who refuse to talk to 
her, she remarked: “The tables 
have turned. I remember the bad 
old days when we were on the 
defensive and we didn't talk to 
Israelis. Now they’re on the de- 


fensive and they don't talks to 
'us." 

Israeli peace groups relish talk- 
ing to her, and she frequently 
debates with them in public. 

Lately, she has had to cancel 
some of these appearances. 
Ramailah is under curfew after an 
Israeli was killed near the town, 
and if she wants to spend the 
night with her family, she has to 
be home by dark. 


LETTERS 

Facts about 
‘facts on Yugoslavia ’ 

To the Editor: 

The letter rh«r appeared in the Dec. 12-13 issue of the Jordan 
limes under the title ‘Tacts on Yugoslavia” elegantly shifts the 
responsibility for the war from Serbia to Slovenia and Croatia, 
without even mentioning the war. Serbia was port railed as 
“highly democratic, human, peaceful and devoted to the interna- 
tional law." However, for the sake of truth new facts about 
Yugoslavia have to be revealed. 

Jordanians must not be mislead and misinformed by the 
Serbian propaganda. 

After the crumbling of the communist regime in Yugoslavia, 
free elections were held in all Yugoslav republics and new 
republic governments were elected under international supervi- 
sion. The previous Yugoslav federation was completely domin- 
ated and exploited by Serbs and Serbian interest through the 
c omm u ni st party, army, monetary policies, diplomacy, police, 
intelfigence service, economical policies. With the newly elected 
governments, Serbs lost their dominant ruling position, their 
privileges and benefits in Yugoslavia and especially in the republic 
of Croatia. Then, Slovenia, Croatia, Bosnia and Hercegovina and 
Montenegro (four out of six republics, thus a majority of the 
population) had proposed and supported the idea of so called 
"loose confederation of Yugoslav republics." Serbia rejected such 
an idea. Clearly, the only way to regain its previous power and 
exploitation of other nations in Yugoslavia was to try by force. 
Serbia inflamed many incidents, started rallies against other 
republics, confiscated properties of other republics, raided $2 
billion from the Yugoslav monetary fund. Even then Slovenia and 
Croatia proposed peaceful separation, through negotiations and 
mutual agreements, no matter how long and how complicated the 
negotiations would be, accepting also international mediation, 
and, of course, the international law. 

Instead of accepting the negotiations. Serbia started the war in 
August 1990, followed [ater by the so-called Yugoslav National 
Army (fighting on Serbian side for Serbian interests) and called 
finally Serbian reservists and the legalised Nazi groups to make 
the final touch on massacres of Croatian civilians. The result is 
known to the whole world as the fate of the towns of Vukovar and 
Dubrovnik; 10,000 dead on the Croatian side and 15,000 crippled, 
without knowing how many victims are on Serbian side, destruc- 
tion of dozens of factories, 200 churches, hospitals and thousands 
of private homes. Even kindergartens were the target of military 
shelling. Massacres, slaughters and genocide of Croatian people 
could be seen o n TV screens all over the world. A third of Croatia 
became occupied territory, in a much worse sense than Gaza and 
West Bank. Croatians were expelled from their homes. These 
facts were not even mentioned in the aforesaid article as if they 
simply did not exist. 

Why did not Serbia negotiate? Why did it start the war? Simplv 
because Serbian rulers had committed themselves, long time a«*o 
to establishing either “a new, harder Serbian controlled feder J- 
tion” or “a great Serbia" taking parts of other republics that will 
encircle Serbia as the “new power in the Balkan." 

But some other well-known facts were also “forgotten": 

— The war is on Croatian territory, and it continues. Only 
Serbia can stop it, because Croatia is defending its territory and 
people. 

~ Th f^. are C0 7 a ’ d f ra J ble and Albanian minorities in 

Serbia, both completely deprived of their basic human rights in 
this democratic state.” Both have been prevented by force to 
elect tbeir representatives, to have basic political ethnical and 
human rights. Out of nearly 500 mosques build during the Turkish 
empire all around Serbia, not a single one has been preserved 

Si!!? 0 ™* 1 m ° num ? nt - At the same time, in 
Croatia s capital Zagreb, a new Islamic centre, the biggest in 
Europe, has been build a few years ago 66 

"T 5 10 dose to ** Jewish lobby 
m the U.S. to exploit their influence in U.S. Serbian was lately 

relations with Israel despite its role 
mthe Nch> Aligned Movement and earlier commitS to Arab 

to cap ‘ tai,sc ™ 

Ail foreign and Amnesty International reports are full of 
ba51c human rights in Serbia and its ally 

— More ihen 10,000 deserters from Serbian-lead Yugoslav 
army have been put to mal in Serbia. The young SerbianSSrale 
— y*e the real facts, bn, the force 

It is a hard time for 'the courageous and proud Serbian oeoole 

Utest development sbo* growing protests and peace movements 

by Seths and Montenegrans to stop the 

inhuman war that >s bound to lead to total aSS 8 

Name withheld upon request. 

The Jordan limes welcomes letter* *nri , 
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V Adminis trative reform 
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period irftimeand a fixed timet- 
able.' - 

Hie prime nmnster said that 
r . tfcc Upper House of Pariiaroeut 
^jas vmcedits willingness to fully 
coc^e^s ■wfth the government 
ir r5 aid the Lower Home .towards 
:Jj*! rurry tng otit reforms while the 
Xower House stressed that it will 
; jjV frdpthg government to introduce 
sij^V c hanges mat would ensureampli- 
r Jt ^ffiod procwhjres and routine to 
3 ad&ess- the points of weakness 
^ and define responsibility of va- 
,< doos departme n ts. 

^ Based on these concepts and 
jd^ tbe prime minister said U I 
^ hope that the message is dear to 
3 bH departments and their staff” 
3 that the government is very se~ 
^ nous to cany out reform in tbe 
^ country's public administTation 


^ “This time I will take personal 

n mftMhifty in following up ptiv- 
c edm&s in the reform and report 
' to fits nation about progress or 
fuhne,” the prime minister said. 

The prime minsiter said tbe 
, „ government (dans to take into 
J ' account tbe various reports, stu- 
. iicb dies and research conducted in 
.■-* "«■ this respect which pointed to a 
v serious imbalance in the adminis- 
' L5 " f native system, summed up in the 
f 'J< following points: 

3 — Lade of an integrated plan 

to coortfiante work among the 
J various government departments 
including tbe Civil Service Com- 
,cl - mission, the Audit Bureau and 
die Institute of Public Adminis- 
(ration; 

— Adhering to old and obso- 
lete procedures that cannot cater 
to the needs of the socio- 
economic development process; 

— Holding on to routine that 
continues to delay the accom- 
1 ptishment of important govern- 
ment business; 

— Absence of an integrated 
plan for the development of hu- 
. man resources and lack of a 
national plan for training govern- 
ment employees to offer a better 
- performance; 


— Scarce statistical informa- 
tion and ill-planned decisions; 

— Poor sense of responsibility 
On the part of the employees due 
to lade of incentives; 

— Lack of plans to dispose of 
centralisation and failure to take 
steps to encourage decentralised 
decision, in the provinces; 

— Failure on the part of the 
administration system to cope 
with tbe fast growth in govern- 
ment business. 

The prime mmktpr said that 
the following procedures are to 
be followed to deal with the 
weakness: 

— Clear definition of the over- 
all administration development 
plan; 

— Developing human re- 
sources which means training, 
and encouraging competitive- 
ness; 

— Setting up organisational 
plans help government depart- 
ments to interact; 

— Developing the methods 
and techniques of government 


— Introducing a system for 
planning, executing and following 
up the implementation of de- 
velopment schemes; 

— Developing local adminis- 
tration in the provinces with a 
view to encouraging decentralisa- 
tion; 

— Giving dne attention to 
modern technology and its utilisa- 
tion as best as possible; 

— Creating incentives for em- 
ployees to offer a better perform- 
ance. 

“Time should not be wasted in 
carrying out tbe required reform 
and I expect from the council to 
supply me with a fixed timetable 
for implementing the required 
reforms and the methods to be 
adopted in this regard,” the 
prime minfctftr said. 

“You should give due attention 
to the need for simplifying proce- 
dures adopted at government de- 
partments, specially matters 
directly affecting the public and I 


Algeria cancels elections 

(Continued from page I) received a message 1 


fighting last June when fun- 
" damentalists dashed with security 
forces. 

It also alarmed Algeria’s for- 
mer colonial ruler, France, borne 
to more than one million Alge- 
rians. 

“Tbe whole scenario is to stop’ 
the FIS,” said one diplomat-''’" 

Arab states reac t ed to the 
. Algerian president’s resignation 
- with official wariness, one press 
. prediction of a coop — and a 
.t quick phone call from Libya’s 
Mnammar Qadhafi. 

Tunisia, which has. urged in- 
creased vigilance from its own 
security forces in case the Islamic 
upsurge spills over its borders, 

‘ was following events with “great 
interest.” 

It paid tribute to Mr. Beojedid 
and wished Algerians every suc- 
: cesss in facing this new challenge, 
a foreign ministry statement 
added. 

But Morocco, another of 
Algeria’s neighbours, remained 
officially sflenL A one line mes- 
sage from its news agency simply 
stated there was no official com- 
ment. 

Egypt said it was keeping a 
dose eye on developments and 
hoped there would be no vio- 
: lence. 

President Hosni Mubarak cal- 
led in key cabinet ministers to 
discuss the situation and later 


received a message from a special 
envoy of Morocco’s King Hassan. 
The contents were not disclosed. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Amr Musa said: “There is no 
doubt that what is happening m 
Algeria is very important and we 
are following it dosdly and hope 

our aster Algeria will achieve tbe 

peace and stability it wants.” ■ ■ 

He told reporters he could not 
predict tiie impact on Arab rela- 
tions. 

The headline in Lebanon’s in- 
dependent A1 Diyar newspaper 
read: “ChadK resigns and Algiers 
on tbe verge of a nriHtaiy coup. 1 ' 

- One of its radio stations, which 
interrupted programmes on 
Saturday night with the news, 
said Sunday: “Algiers steps into 
an unknown future with tbe res- 
ignation...” 

In contrast, the official media 
in Syria and several other Arab 
states carried the bare facts with- 
out comment 

The Libyan news agency 
JANA said Colonel Qadhafi had a 
telephone conversation with Mr. 
Benjedid after his resignation but 
did not disclose what they said. 

Tbe U.S. State Department 
and the British Foreign Office 
travel advisories warning citizens 
to exercise caution in Algeria. 

After Mr. Benjedid’s resigna- 
tion, troops quickly took up posi- 
tions around government and 
communications buildings in the 
capital, raising feats of a military 
takeover. 


expect an executive plan to be 
finalised within three months,” 
he said. 

Sharif Zeid encouraged the 
council to present him with de- 
fined ideas which can be utilised 
by the government to cater to the 
needs of the environment and 
public health and ideas about 
stimulating financial and econo- 
mic activities and investments in 
the country. 

He said that an independent 
body should be set up to carry out 
inspection of government depart- 
ments to monitor their perform- 
ance and the behaviour of their 
personnel in line with tbe provi- 
sions contained in the National 
Charter and in accordance with 
the requirements of public in- 
terest. 

“I believe that tbe reform prog- 
ramme should be a national 
effort. Therefore it should in- 
volve various organisations in- 
cluding universities and research 

centres,” he said. The public 
reform should be a continuous 
process and acceptable to the 
public opinion in a society which 
enjoys democracy, he added. 

Following the prime minister 
speech, the council beld a session 
under Deputy Prime Minister aod 
Minister of Education Thouqan 
A1 Hindawi during which it re- 
viewed the prime minister's direc- 
tives. 

The council decided to set up a 
four-member committee to work 
out recommendations to be dis- 
cussed by the council, taking into 
account the prime minister's 
directives and aimed at speeding 
up the process of administrative 
refo r m. 

Tbe council scheduled another 
meeting for next Sunday to follow 
np the work on this plan. 

The Civil Service Council 
groups ministers of planning, 
labour, finance and higher educa- 
tion, Civil Service Commission 
president, tbe legal advisor at the 
Prime Ministry, and tbe director 
of tbe Institute of Pnblic Admi- 
nistration . It also includes tbe 
director general of the Arab 
Potash Company, representing 
the private sector. 


But the defence ministry said in 
a statement early Sunday that the 
army “reaffirms its loyalty to the 
constitution and its confidence in 
the existing constitutional institu- 
tions.” 

The military has generally been 
loyal to Mr. Benjedid and his 
goals of bringing democracy to 
the nation, but elelments in the 
army- have been- pressuring him to 
thwart a fundamentalist victory — 

Opposition fundamentalists 
overwhelmingly defeated Mr. 
BenjedkTs ruling National Li- 
beration Front — which had held 
power since Algeria gained its 
independence from France in 
1962 — in the first round of 
voting for a new parliament Dec. 
26. 

The Islamic Salvation Front 
won 188 of the 231 parliamentary 
seats decided in the first round, 
only 28 short of a majority. The 
seats decided in the first round, 
only 28 short of a majority. The 
second round of elections was to 
decide 199 seals in which no 
candidate received a majority. 

Mr. Benhabyles' constitutional 
council was to have ruled Satur- 
day on challenges to results of 14S 
'seats from the first round of 
voting, bat Mr. Benjedid's sad- ' 
den resignation short-circuited | 
that. 

Tbe independent newspaper A1 
Watan said Sunday that “the big 
unknown is how tbe Islamic 
Salvation Front will react. It must 
feel extremely cheated out of 
certain victory in the legislative 
' elections.” 


A poetic j ourney 
to the East 


New look 
on the road 


The French poet Arthur Rimbaud, who died 100 years ago , 
exerted an enormous influence over subsequent generations of 
poets. Born in 1854, he started writing verse at the age of 14. He 
moved to Paris in 1871, where be wrote bis most celebrated poem. 
"Le Bateau Ivre . " In 1873 Rimbaud wrote another seminal text, 
"Une Saison en Enter." From 1875 until his death, Rimbaud lived 
tbe life of an adventurer, joining the army in the Netherlands, 
travelling round Europe with a circus . and then becoming an 
explorer and gun-runner in Ethiopia and Somalia. The occaston 
of the centenary of Rimbaud's death has seen the publication of 
an important new edition of his works.- “L-Oeovrc-We d’Arthur 
Rimbaud Last month, a French delegation, including Foreign 
Minister Roland Dumas and Culture Minister Jade Lang, 
travelled to Aden, where Rimbaud lived fora time, to inaugurate 
the Matson Rimbaud, a Franco- Yemeni cultural and poetic 
centre. 


Jean-Pierre Pfroncd Hugoz 

ADEN — “Have all these people 
come to see us?” exclaimed Jack 
Lang’s wife, Monique, as the 
French delegation arrived to in- 
augurate the Maison Rimbaud in 
the former headquarters of Bar- 
dey, the company which em- 
ployed Arthur Rimbaud during 
his time in Aden and Ethiopia 
(then Abyssinia) from 1880 to 
1891. 

Sadly, the noisy crowas per- 
ched on the roofs of nearby build- 
ings whom the culture minister's 
wife had spotted were not there 
to greet the French VTPs: the 
Maison Rimbaud happens to be 
located next to a football sta- 
dium, where a vital match be- 
tween Yemen and Bahrain was 
being played that day. 

To cap everything, the name. 
Rimbaud is transcribed and pro- 
nounced in Arabic exactly like 
Ram bo, and certain inhabitants 
of Aden wtao had glanced only 
cursorily at their newspapers 
were labouring under the im- 
pression that a centre was being 
opened in honour of one of the 
American cinema's most debat- 
able folk heroes. 

The cheering that greeted Ye- 
men's first goal drowned the 
voices of ministers and poets 
alike, even though they had been 
closeted in an airless room to 
deliver their speeches and recite 
their verses. 

It would have been much nicer 
if the ceremony had been held in 
the much airier surroundings of 
the terrace from which Rimbaud 
must have contemplated Aden’s 
ancient white minaret, the violet 
hues of the Red Sea and the dark 
ridges of the extinct volcano cra- 
ter in which the city is built. 

It is notorious that Rimbaud 
did not have a good thing to say 
in his letters about that “awful 
hole, Aden,” where “the walls of 
die crater prevent air from enter- 
ing,” where there is “not a single 
leaf,” “not a drop of fresh water, 
where the beat is “excessive.” 

In other words, poor Arthur 
went through “a real nightmare” 
while he was living there, “with- 
out newspapers or a library,” 
living, among “local Bedouins." 

But after much searching the 
Rimbaud experts managed to 
come up with a phrase or two 
which they thought might make 
np for these damning comments: 
“If I were very ill, I would go 
(town to Aden, which is a civilised 
jdace” (letter from Abyssinia, 
Jan. 10, 1889). Two years later, 
and nine months before his death 
in Marseilles, he wrote “Aden's 
hot etiolate would do me good” 
(Feb. 20, 1891). 


offended by the nasty things Rim- 
baud had to say about Aden? It is 
more likely that the culprit was a 
certain brand of French 
offhandedness. It seems the mis- 
take will be put right, but the 
unfortunate impression created 
on the first day of the exhibition 
will not be forgotten. 

Imagine how the French would 
have reacted if the Arabs had 
organised an exhibition in Paris 
devoted to an Arab writer who 
had lived in France, without hav- 
ing the tact to display some of his 
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Arthur Rimbaud 


In the course of he inaugura- 
tion by the French ministers, we 
were shown, in the splendid 
arcaded room on the ground floor 
of the Bardey building, an exhibi- 
tion of most of the works in 
French by Rimbaud or about him 
that are currently in print. 

The most amazing thing about 
tbe whole operation was that it ' 
had not occurred to the Rimbaud 
aficionados who had organised 
the Aden trip — undoubtedly an 
original idea in itself — to give 
the Yemeni public a chance to see 
the for from negligible corpus of 
Rimbaud's works in Arabic trans- 
lation. They were put on show 
earlier this year at a nice little 
exhibition organised by the Insti- 
tut du Monde Arabe in Paris. 

There were plenty of works 
they could have chosen from: 
“Une Saison en Enfer” translated 
by the Egyptian Rainses Yunan, 
Pierre Gascar's “Rimbaud et la 
Commune” translated by the Sy- 
rian Abdelbari Ayun A1 Soud. 
and the Lebanese Charbel 
Dagher’s translation of the Aden 
letters. It would have been doub- 
ly welcome to see these works on 
display, since the main bookshop 
in Aden has no book on or by 
Rimbaud in Arabic. 

Were there official fears that 
Yemeni visitors might be 


works in French translation? In 
the end, it was probably a fortun- 
ate coincidence that the kind of 
young people the Maison Rim- 
baud hopes, in theory, to attract 
were focusing their attention on a 
football match. 

' There was no reason why they 
should not have turned up at the 
exhibition because, even when 
illiterate (and this remark holds 
for the whole of the modem Arab 
World), they often show a 
genuine interest in — and some- 
times a startling gift for — the art 
of poetry, whose roots in the 
Arab community go back to the 
pre-Islamic period. 

On tbe evening of the official 
opening, the planeload of Rim- 
baud fens gave a Franco-Arabic 
poetry reading. One might have 
expected it to be beld in the 
Maison Riraband, which is lo- 
cated in the centre of town, but it 
- was organised in the suburbs, in 
Aden's largest luxury hotel, 
amidst a welter of potted plants, 
officials and spotlights. 

The young football fens were 
left out of the jamboree and had 
to fell back on the Queen of 
Sheba open-air cinema, which 
was showing the American 
movie, “Beverly Hills Cop,” with 
Arabic subtitles and Eddie Mur- 
phy dubbed into French. — Le 
Monde. 


By Heidi Munan 

BIEL, SWITZERLAND — 
While large car manufacturers 
are busy making plans for non- 
polluting vehn'es to comply with 
regulations set for the next cen- 
tury, the small inventor is also 
leaving his mark. 

Could the car of the 21st cen- 
tury look like the flat multico- 
loured fish which hurtled silently 
across the sundrenched Austra- 
lian desen on bicycle wheels? 
The field is still wide open, 
admits Prof. Juan Graells, assis- 
tant professor at the Engineering 
School of Biel, Switzerland, 
whose team gave birth to the 
Spirit of Biel, a kilogramme vehi- 
cle that won the 1990 World Solar 
Challenge. Held every three 
years, the race is run between 
Darwin and Adelaide. “We 
started among a field of 36 fine 
craft, many built by the world's 
foremost auto makers.” Graells 
noted. “Honda raced us a dose 
second — they averaged 54 
kilometres per hour to the Spirit's 
65 kilometres — Michigan Uni- 
versity and Hoxan of Japan both 
achieved 52 kilometres. And this 
wasn't the last solar challenge.” 
Neither was it the first. The 
Engineering School of Biel offers 
a course in automobile technolo- 
gy; its direct involvement in elec- 
tric vehicles started with the oil 
crises of the 1970s. Solar energy 
experimentation was the logical 
next step. In 1987. the school was 
ready to enter the first Spirit of 
Biel in the World Solar challenge. 
This race follows the desolate 
3,000 kilometres of Stuart High- 
way, from Darwin on the north 
coast of Australia to Adelaide on 
the south. The first Spirit was of a 
different design from the present 
one; the solar panel on the roof 
was adjustable to catch the sun at 
different angles. 

As it turned out. the adjustable 
panel caught more than foe sun. 
Strong draughts from a “road 
train,” as the heavy trailer trucks 
are called in Australia, could 
blow the vehicle right across foe 
road. The panel also acted like a 
sail to the turbulent winds that 
race across the Australian desert. 
Three years and hundreds of 
'man-hours later. Spirit of Biel II 
'was ready for foe track. Her light, 
low carbon-fiber body achieved a 
drag coefficient of only Q.ll dur- 
ing experiments; on tbe road it's 
0.13 — exceptional for a vefncle 
of her size. Her solar cells are 17 
per cent efficient, an improve- 
ment on the standard 11-13 per 
cent; they drive a generator cap- 
able of 1,300 W output. She 
moved ahead on the first day of 
the race, and kept her position 
until she crossed the finish line, 
five days and 3.007 kilometre 
later. 

But the Spirit of Biel can better 
its racing average. A journalist 
with an instinct for headlines 
drove her through a police speed 
check at 88 kilometres per hour 
on a Swiss highway and got the 
first ever solar speeding ticket — 
one for the Guiness Book of 
Records? Under foe bright Au- 
stralian sun, tbe Spirit achieved a 
maximum speed 110 kilometres 
per hour. “She left tbe field 
behind soon after foe 8 a.m. start 
on the first day,” recalled Dr. 
Graells. “Of course she was 
escorted; there were 15 of us in 
the team, five students and nine 
staff. An official observer en- 
forced tbe rules. We drove from 8 
a.m. to 3 p.m.; we slept in tents 
and cooked in foe open. Besides 


being a challenge and a lot of 
hard work, it was a wonderful 
experience!” 

Did foe Biel team expect to 
win? “Every team was hopeful... 
We did 500 kilometres on the first 
day. Then we had some minor 
trouble. After repairs we caught 
up again, and then the Spirit led 
all the way, finishing 400 
kilometres ahead of the favorite, 
a Honda,” Dr. Graells notes with 
pride. The Honda solarmobile 
cost SI 5 million to build and 
develop, compared to a frugal 
S60G.000 for the Spirit. Frugal 
was the password anyway: in li- 
quid fuel terms, the winner ran 
almost 600 kilometres per litre. 

Does this mean the streets will 
soon be humming with solarmo- 
biles? “I’m afraid not,” smites 
Dr. Graells. For now. “these are 
purely experimental vehicles. 
Now electromobiles. that's 
another story.” There are quite a 
number of electromobiles on the 
streets of Switzerland already. 
Useful for short-range use. most 
of them are plugged into the 
national grid at night to recharge 
their baneries. but some consum- 
ers are using solar energy in- 
directly: they install a solar panel 
on their home to generate elec-, 
rririty which is then sold to the 
national grid. 

Electromobiles would be a lot* 
more popular if there were a; 
better battery on the market. The 
silver/zinc model in a racing car is! 
expensive: the lead.’acid com-; 
manly used in road vehicles is; 
heavy and bulky. Constant re- 
search goes into the development 
of a lighter, more storage-effi- 
cient battery. Mercedes Benz, 
one of the companies looking at 
the production of electric vehi-. 
cles. estimates that just the b.it-. 
teries to power its smaller model; 
would cost $22,000. and these; 
would need to be changed every! 
three years. ! 

Yet car manufacturers are; 
under pressure to develop non-i 
polluting vehicles fast. The U.S.! 
is taking the lead by requiring* 
that, after 2003, 10 per cent of thej 
industry's production be zero- ■ 
emissions vehicles. And in Cali-! 
fomia an earlier deadline has; 
been set: by 1998. 2 per cent of; 
foe cars sold in that state must be \ 
zero-emissions, which creates a! 
market for about 1 million cars. r 
The first company to meet the 
challenge will probably be Clean 
Air Transport of Sweden, which - 
plans to have its first production- • 
line vehicle ready by 1993. 

Explaining that he and his team ; 
are sponsored by the Swiss watch - 
company Swatch. Dr. Graells! 
adds that Swatch is also in-; 
terested in the production of a; 
low-market, non-polluting vehi-! 
de. “We have done some of the! 
research for a proposed “Swatch- 
mobil. a cheap, clean vehicle. It 
might sell for about $12,000 to 
$15,000,” he said. Is there any 
chance of a Swatchmobil becom- 
ing a collector's item, tike the . 
famous '■vegetable” swatches 
which are designed to imitate red 
peppers or cucumbers, for exam- 
ple. and are selling for hundreds 
of dollars? Dr. Graells refuses to 
be drawn, obviously more at ease 
with techniques than fashionable 
design. But one thing is sure, foe 
Engineering School ' of Biel is 
getting ready for foe next sol la r 
challenge. “We’re working on it . 
now. We need a better machine 
for 1993. Lighter, more efficient. 
And you may be sure — our 
Japanese friends will be ready!” 
— World News Links. 
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Sabatini sweeps Sanchez aside 
at New South Wales Open final 



SYDNEY (R) — Gabriela Saba- 
tini gavs notice that her challenge 
for foe first tennis Grand Slam 
title of 1992 wifi be a powerful one 
when she beat Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario 6-1, 6-1 to win the 
women’s singles on the seventh 
and final day of foe New South 
Wales Open Sunday. 

The top-seeded Argentine, 
ranked thud in foe world, took 
just 70 minutes to end Arantxa 
Sanchez's dreams of emulating 
brother Emilio's men's singles’ 
success here Saturday. 

Sabatini, foe third seed for the 
Australian Open, which begins in 
Melbourne Monday, never let the 
world number five settle, allow- 
ing her just 12 points in the first 
set as she pressured the Spa- 
niard’s serve. 

Sanchez fiuled to bold any of 
her seven service games and, 
perhaps tired by the effort of 
reaching both the singles and 
doubles finals, made a series of 
unforced errors. 

Sabatini, whose best effort in 
the Australian Open was 
reaching foe semifinals on her 
1989 debut, dropped just 12 
games in her five-match run. 

“I feel very confident about the 
Australian Open after all these 
matches,” she said. “I have been 
playing at a top level and am 
ready for Melbourne.” 

Sabatini, who was making her 
first visit to the NSW Open and 
became its first Argentine win- 
ner, took a 4-0 lead in the first set 
and never looked like being 
caught, ending the contest with 
five straight games. 

While she spoke Saturday of 
the need to get to foe net more 
often she showed little inclination 
to do so and, such was Sanchez's 
poor form, had even less need to. 

On the few occasions Sabatini 
approached the net her mere 
presence seemed to induce a way- 
ward shot from the second seed 
so her claim to have improved her 
volleying was not tested. 

There was the expected top- 
spin and accurate placement of 


her ground strokes as foe 21-year- 
old eased to her 21st singles title. 

“I think everything in my game 
was very good,” she said. ‘1 am 
happy with all my game and full 
of confidence.” 

Sabatini meets Julie Halbard of 
France in the first round at Mel- 
bourne, “this was the perfect 
preparation” she said. 

Sanchez, beaten by Jana 
Novotna in the final here last 
year, then went on to defeat 
Sabatini in the Australian Open 
quarterfinals. 

“It was one of those days when 
nothing was working,” she said 
before preparing for her appear- - 
ance is the doubles final . 

“1 am now going to forget 
today and concentrate on next 
week. Today does not detract 
from foe fact I had a good tourna- 
ment,” said Sanchez, wbo feces 
the Melbnourne-born local 
favourite Nicole Pro vis in the 
Australian Open. 

While world number one 
Monica Seles recovers from a 
pulled neck muscle, Gabriela 
Sabatani was sonneting a strong, 
warning Sunday that this may be 
her year to win a first Australian 
Open tide. 

Seles bas been cursing a neck 
injury and worrying about the 
shm problem that stopped her 
from playing last year's Wimble- 
don and ended her prospects of 
winning all four Grand Slam ti- 
tles. 

The Yugoslav has been wear- 
ing a scarf during practice for the 
open, which starts Monday, and 
told reporters it was to keep her 
neck warm after palling a muscle 
while sleeping during her flight 
from Florida. 

The defending champion said it 
would not stop her from taking 
her place against Japan's Akiko 
Kijimuta on the Flinders Park 
Centre Court Monday. 

Seles said she had aim changed 
her footwear and lightened her 
workload on hard courts after 
suffering a stress fracture and 
shin splints m her left teg which 


Floods bring Paris-Cape 
Town caravan to a halt 


PARIS (R) — The 15th stage of 
the Paris-Cape Town Rally 
ground to an unscheduled halt 
Saturday when (fivers found the 
road impassable due to flooding 
in Angola. 

Finland's Ari Vatanen, driving 
a Citroen, was awarded his sixth 
stage win of the race after com- 
pleting just 102 km of foe original 
417-km timed section from 
Naxnibe to Ruacana. 

Heavy rain has been felling for 
two days in Angola and drivers 
and motorcyclists bad to make a 
hastily-arranged detour to reach 
their stopover on the Namibian 
border. 

Organisers decided the last 
stretch of the 583-km stage would 
not count in the rally’s overall 
standings. 

Swede Bjorn Waldegard com- 
pleted Gtroen's triumph by tak- 
ing second place Saturday. 
Frenchman Hubert Auriol, driv- 
ing a Mitsubishi, came eighth to 
retain the overall lead. 


It was Gtroen’s sixth succes- 
sive stage win but Vatanen re- 
mained more than two-and-a-half 
hours behind Auriol. Mitsubishi 
fi^.:tbe top three places with 
Germany's Erwin Weber in 
second place. 

In the motorcycles section, 
Cagiva rider Mare Morales of 
France clinched foe stage while 
compatriot Stephane Peterhan- 
seL, riding a Yamaha, was eighty 
to stay top overall. 

Sunday's stage, a 634-km ride 
through Namibia to Grootfontein 
with a timed section of 236 km, 
should prove a marked contrast 
to Saturday’s with dusty tracks 
replacing foe swollen creeks and 
flooding of southern Angola. 

The race, which started on 
Dec. 23, ends on Jan. 16. 

Rally organiser Gilbert Sabine, 
keeping an eye on the progress of 
foe stage from a helicopter, called 
it off after the noticed a 
previously-dry riverbed had 
flooded. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 

■ '99' T«tune Unba Scruco* Inc 

ANSWERS TO WEEKLY BRIDGE QUIZ 


Q.l — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

♦AJ107 :‘532 AJ +K975 

The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 

Pass 1 I IV ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — If you play negative doubles, 
that's the action we would take. If 
not, bid one spade. In a competitive 
auction, you do not promise more 
than a four-card suit. 

Q.2 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*AJ107 ~532 AJ +K975 
The bidding has proceeded: 

West North East South 
Pass 1 : 1 14 

3 7 * Pass Pass ? 

* — preemptive 
What action do you Lake? 

A.— With no clear-cut contract in 
sight, your best course is to make a 
strength-showing double. In light of 
the auction, partner should know 
you don't have a trump stack. If the 
double gets left in. lead a trump. 

Q.3 — As South, vulnerable, you 
hold: 

*£9863 V A976 . K7 *A8 

The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 
1 4 Pass 2 NT Pass 
7 

What do you bid now; 

A. — You have a semi-unbalanced 
hand, and there is no reason to be- 
lieve that three no trump is your 
best spot. A major-suit contract 
could play as well, if not better, if 
you have an eight-card fit. Probe for 
one by rebidding three hearts. 

Q. 4 — As South, vulnerable, you 
bold: 

4Q52 VQ82 VAQ83 *K53 
The bidding has proceeded: 


North East South West 

1 • Pass 2 NT Pass 

3 V Pass ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — This is the companion hand 
to the one above. Just because your 
hand is perfectly balanced doesn't 
mean no trump is where the hand 
should be played. Partner is an- 
nouncing an unbalanced hand, so 
for the moment you should simply 
take a preference to three spades to 
see what partner has in mind. 

Q.5 — Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

4A95 7 AJ63 ! Q95 *1092 
The bidding has proceeded: 

North East South West 

1 :• Dbl ? 

What action do you take? 

A. — With II excellent points, only 
one choice comes to mind— redou- 
ble. With rare exceptions, all good 
hands start off with a redouble so 
that partner is made aware lhat the 
hand belongs to your side. 

Q.6— -Both vulnerable, as South 
you hold: 

#J63 TKQ102 ;AK1063 *K 
The bidding has proceeded: 

South West North East 

1 > Dbl Rdbl Pass 

Pass l * 1 NT Pass 


What do you bid now? 

A. — Your first reaction might be 
that three ao trump is automatic, 
but think for a moment. West's ac- 
tion suggests he might not have 
four hearts, so it costs nothing to 
check on whether your side has a 4- 
4 heart fit by bidding two hearts. 
Look at the hand in the previous 
question. The two probably gener- 
ate U tricks at hearts, but three no 
trump can be beaten with a club 
lead. 





Gabriela Sabatini 

kept her out of Wimbledon. 

“The most important thing is 
that it hasn't ooine back yet,” she 
said. 

“During tiie time off I had in 
December I was not practising as 
much on hard courts, because 
that’s the easiest chance for it to 
come back,” she added. 

Second seed Sheffi Graf is re- 
covering from a middle ear infec- 
tion suffered during the recent 
Hopman Cop mixed team event 
in Perth but should have no prob- 
lem overcoming fellow German 
Katja Oejkllaus in her first-round 
match. 

The unknown quantity in the 
132-strong women’s field is num- 
ber five seed Jennifer Capriati, 
playing in the Australian Open 
for the first time and in the same 


half of the draw as Sabatini and 
Graf. 

The 15-year-old American has 
come with an entourage feat in- 
cludes an academic tutor and new 
coach Pavel Skml, whose long- 
time pupil was Graf until the pair 
split last November. 

Capriati, though a 5-1 outsider, 
could surprise everyone and be- 
come the third teenager after 
Graf at 18 and Seles at 17 to take 
the Australian Open. 

“I’m not here to lose,” Capriati 
said. But her task will not be easy 
as she hasn't played a tournament 
since mid-November. 

The strong women’s entry in- 
cludes 18 of foe top 20 players 
with only fourth-ranked Navrati- 
lova and France's Nathalie 
Tauziat, ranked 13, missing. 


B arkley stops Van Horn 
in 2nd round of title match 


NEW YORK (AP) — Iran Bark- 
ley knocked down Darrin Van 
Horn three times in foe second 
and stopped him with 1:27 left in 
foe round to win the international 
boxing federation (IBF) super 
middleweight title Friday night. 
The 23-year-old Van Horn, who 
attends foe University of Ken- 
tucky periodically, was shaken 27 
seconds into foe fight, hurt late in 
foe round and then battered from 
most post to post in foe second 
round. 

“I just got caught — I had no 
tegs,” said the defending cham- 
pion Van Horn. “I was just get- 
ting over a cold.” 

The fight headlined foe first 
show in foe New Paramount and 
drew 3,063. It was the first boxing 
card in the 5,190-seat arena, 
which formerly was rolled the 
Felt Foram, since Aug. 27, 1989. 

Roy Jozies Jr. opened foe card 
by knocking out Jorge Vaca, a 
former World Boxing Council 
wetterwieght champion, with a 


single left hook at 1:45 of foe first 
round of a junior middleweight 
bout. 

Jones’ 1988 U.S. Olympic 
teammate, Andrew - Maynard, 
lost a' 'battle of Olympic gold 
medalists when he was stopped in 
the 11th round by Frank Tate. 
The victory made Tate foe North 
American Boxing Federation 
light heavyweight champion. 

After Barkley, 31, battered 
Van Horn with in's fists, he took a 
verbal shot at him. 

“I woulcft let this guy beat me 
if I was drunk,” said Barkley, 
who before foe fight had said, 
“the only school I ever had was 
the South Bronx.” 

Barkley, a former World Box- 
ing Council middleweight cham- 
pion who once upset Thomas 
Hearns, knocked down Van 
Horn with a left book and short 
right. Van Hour got op at the 
count of six and took an eight- 
count, then went down from a 
barrage of punches. 


Yzaga wins New Zealand Open title 

AUCKLAND, New Zealand (AP) — Unseeded Jaime Yzaga of 
Peru overcame difficult gosting winds and MaKvai Washington 
Sunday to win the final of foe $182*500 New Zealand Open 
Tennis Giampionships. Yzaga, playing his first IBM/ATP Tour 
event since the U.S. Open, defeated Washington of foe United 
States 7-6 (8-6), 6-4 in a one hour, 51-minute baseline struggle. 
Yzaga, who has been sidelined for three months with a knee injury, 
won foe fifth title of his career. Washington, seeded No. 7, was 
playing in Ins first final. The Peruvian improved his career record 
against Washington to 4-0 and rallied from 3-6 down in foe first 
set tiebreaker — raving three set points. Yzaga was cheered on by 
a small group of Peruvian residents of Auckland — whom he 
presented with a Magnum of Moet Et Chandon champagne 
following his win. The players exchanged six breaks of serve in foe 
first set as they straggled to come to terms with foe wind. “It was 
very difficult conditions out there,” said Yzaga, who collected 
$22,600 for his triumph. “Every part of the game was hard and ■ 
yon had to be very concentrated." 

Red Star to play European ties in Italy 

ROME (R) — Red Star Belgrade could play their remaining 
‘home’ European Cup semifinal group matches in Italy, the 
Gazzetta Sportiv a new spaper reported Sunday. The European 
Football Union (UEFA) vrill not allow the European champions 
to play their home ties in Belgrade because of the present conflict 
in Yugoslavia. “If UEFA’s ban on playing in Belgrade remains in 
force, the most probable venues are Verona or Bergamo from who 
we have receiving interesting offers,” Raid a Red Star spokesman 
quoted quoted in foe Gazzetta. Red Star have home ties against 
Italian champions Sampdoria and Greek side Panathinaikos to 
complete in Group A when the European Cup resumes in March. 

CIS soccer teams form association 

MOSCOW (AP) — At least eight former Soviet republics formed 
a new soccer association Saturday within the new Commonwealth 
of Independent State (CIS), and said they will represent the 
Soviet Union at least through the European Championship, 
Russian media said. Members of the executive council of the old 
Soviet Soccer Federation nearly unanimously voted to transform 
themsleves into the new Association of Soccer Federations of the 
Commonwealth of Independent States. The Association will 
have 22 teams from eight members of foe Commonwealth, which 
was formed on the ruins of the old Soviet Union. Armenia and 
Moldova refuted to join, and Ukraine — home of some of the 
best teams — apparently was uncertain. The Commonwealth 
Association will sponsor its own championship to start March 1. It 
already bas received an invitation to send its best players to the 
European Championship finals m Sweden, said Association 
President Vyacheslav Koloskov. 

Ito wins 8th straight all Japan title 

KOBE, Japan (AP) — Midori Ito, the 1989 World Women's 
Champion, won her eighth consecutive all Japan figure skating 
title Sunday after on original programme judged as almost perfect 
but less than spectacular free skating. After a 1991 season plagued 
by illness and injury, she said she was looking forward to a battle 
with Americans Kristi Yamaguchi and Tonya Harding for foe 
Olympic gold medal next month in Albertville, France. A medal 
there would make her foe first Japanese woman medalist in any 
winter Olympics. Ito was awarded five perfect 6.05 in the original 
■programme Saturday but received marks of 5.7 to 5.9 Sunday in 
the free skating, usually her favourite event. The 22-year-old star 
jumper gave herself a grade of 95 on the original programme, and 
added site was not completely satisfied with tier free skating. 

Holzer of Italy wins Super-G 

GARMISCH-PARTENmCHBEN, Germany (AP) .-— Patrick 
Holzer of Italy posted his first World Cup victory, leading a 
charge by late starters to win the men’s super-giant slalom 
Sunday. Paul Accola of Switzerland was second and dosed within 
eight points of World Cup overall leader Alberto Tomba of Italy, 
who does not compete in the fast races and skipped Saturday’s 
downhill and Sunday’s Super-G. Accola also took over foe lead in 
super-giant slalom standings. Tomba wfll comepte in Monday’s 
slalom, but Accola’s 9th finish in Saturday's downhill gave him a 
chance to overtake Tomba because the slalom and the downhill 
will count as combined. Peter Rzehak of Austria finished third. 

Japan’s Harada wins ski jump 

SAPPORO. Japan (AP) — Japan's Masahiko Harada soared 
107.5 and 103 metres Sunday, winning the 90-metre large hill 
event in the STV Cup International Ski Jump. It was the 
24-year-old Harada’s second victory this season. He won the 
Yukijirnshi Cup last week. Harada was awarded a total score of 
189.7 points for his two jumps at Okurayama, site of foe 1972 
Sapporo Winter Olympics. NoriaJri Kasai of Japan was second 
with jumps of 104.5 and 102.0 metres for 187.1 points. 
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SPEECH? you? 

NoiN DON'T TRY 
TO TELL ME AN . 

INSIGNIFICANT 

little worm nice 
SfoU IS GONNA MAKE 
A SPEECH AT A 
BIS IMPORTANT 
MEETING LIKE 
that; 




GENERAL TENDENCIES: A 
good day to check-out your war- 
drobe — discarding the outmoded 
and replacing with articles that will 
enhance yoor appearance and at to 
your general wdl bang which mil 
benefit from a lift. ' 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Until Noon do nothing and try to 
have fun but carry through with 
exactness whatever you have 
agreed to do after which, you can 

have a wonderful rime. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Mbke a pant to use the morning to 
criminate whatever is standing in 
the way of your progress, then 
tonight you are able tor do those 
Thing* pleasing to your family . 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Whatever you have in mind that 
will cause others to view you as a 
risky bet early is bad but later yon 
•can get out with chosen compan- 
ions for a happy rime. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Whatever brings yon to 
the attention of the many and 
varied practical persons in the 
morning requires you use good 
judgement but later yon handle 
your finances well. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Look 
to those who know what wDI make 
personal anxieties easier for you in 
the morning while later you can get 
out in the world of action and have 
a good time. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 


22) There are a number of interest- 
ing issues requiring you settle them 
carefully early then you can get off 
to the quiet pleasures meaning the 
most to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to October 
22) You now are able to gain the 
good wifi and active as si stance of a 
person who undemands you very 
well and then later in the day you 
can be very social. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) Now you are able to show 

you are the one wbo does value the 
good wifi of one in power who can 
help you make some worldly 
dream come true. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) This is the rime to 
seek data early about some new 
venture that appeals to you very 
much and then you are able later to 
talk it over with wise companions. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Look for those persons 
who can suggest to you belter w&ys 
to do the things you have promised 
and show yoor appreciation by 
following their suggestions. 
AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Look to the many and 
numerous associates and find out 
early in a tactful manner just what 
they expect of you and then you 
are able to get their good wfll. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Tasks seems to pile up more 
than you can pet done but if you 
quietly organise your rime and 
then carry through you get a great 
feeling of satisfaction. 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Harris 



'Pm supposed to eat more fruit. 
Get the ice cream with cherry 
bits in it.” 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
. -by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these four Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 



WECHEN 


Answer here: A 



Yesterday's 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


(Answers tomorrow) 
FURROW HERESY 


Jumbles: POUND DAILY FURROW HERESY 

Answer That oaf never made a mistake, but he married 
a woman WHO SURE DID 


THE Daily Crossword by James E. Hinish Jr. 


ACROSS 
1 Subject 
6 Mowedog 

10 *’— is so 

sudden!" 

14 Marne U. town 

15 Circle 

16 Carry on 

17 Ind slate 

18 Jason's ship . 

19 Vicinity 

20 Penod 

21 Keep watch m a 
way 

24 Becomes less 
ardent 

26 BoOb lube 

27 Outmoded 

28 Amvecenu 

30 Actor Buctutolz 

31 Rear 

36 Word on a 
shoppe sign 

37 Fr. city 

38 Ms Samms 

39 POO 

41 Small songbird 

42 corny..." 

43 Oass language 

44 "The Sound at 
Music" lamdy 

47 Olympic star 
Jesse 

48 Stays informed 
51 Clumsy craft 
Sa "Cogno. — 

sum' 

55 Colorful lush 

56 Literary twist 
59 Sandarac tree 

59 Faction 

60 Radium 
discoverer 

61 Dispatched 

62 Spree 

63 Assays 

DOWN 

1 Amphibian 

2 Thereabouts 

3 Mall from 
vacationers 

4 — tizzy . 

6 Garden pile 
6 "Amo. a mas. I 
love--” 

•7 Kind 



* mi T rauna uwcu Sen. 

Brar*W 

6 Forum wear 
9 Traitor 

10 Across 1 pref. 

11 Author Bret 

12 Like neon or 
xenon 

Y3 Remain 

22 Huzzah' 

23 Old orgy cry 

25 Caucasian 

27 Marco — 

28 Football 
team 

29 Man aa. 

30 Right 

31 Leaning Tower 
site 

32 Sovereignty . 

33 Fakes 

34 Leave out 

35 Hamefcn 
creature 

3? Street scene 
Structure 

40 Seed 

receptacles of 
rases 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


ndBDH anon nnens 
hshdoh nnom beiho 
nonBH fiHQH anno 
nHHraon □□□□nnflR! 

raQHHIDOB 
EiHHnonEa coin 
nnnran nnrasi? boo 
nnno rdehq rnnno 
non) noHRs Hnnoci 

□nnnnrati nninn 
nnpnnonH rannrano 
□grin nano noraam 
nanra Hraan oonnin 
BC2RH Bonn gnnnn 


41 Fcretefl 

43 Wondor 

44 — Haute 

45 GonenT s aster 
45 Nautical term 

47 Wise 
beginning 

48 N.Z. panrots 


49 Early Ron 
Howard role 

50 Actress 
.Thompson 

52 Single thing 

53 Lucky draws in 
a tournament 

57 — Ce la Paix 



ifP. 
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Foreign Exchange Market Summary 
(January 6 - January 10, 1992) 

AMMAN — Technical considerations interacted with economic fun- 
danwntafc producing unexpected steep fluctuations in exchange rates 
last week- Yen rates attracted most of the attention in view of President 
Bash’s visit to Japan. The U.S, currency rose sharply towards the end of 
die week, Snishuw in average of 2.8 per cent higher against European 
cuneodcs and 1.9 per cent against die yen. 

. Having covered some short dollar positions the previous week, 
traders refocused Monday on the fundamentals behind the U.S. 
currency’s weakness; It's lower short-term interest rates compared to 

S .^mendeji and the faltering U.S. economic recovery, lie dollar 
sharply lower, dosing at its lowest level of the week against the 


Japanese currency at 123.35 yen as traders discounted widly held 
expectations of a higher yen following the condusion of the Bush/ 
•NByazawa summit. 

Tuesday was mixed for the dollar, which sank to a low of 122.81 yen to 
the dollar in the Far East markets, breaching support at 123 yen for the 
fast time in three years. But when no specific mention of a pact to 
reduce the Japanese trade surplus through a higher yea was made by the 
Tokyo s nmmitteera, the Japanese currency fell back. The dollar, 
however, continued to riedhw against European currencies, closing at 
its lowest levels of the week at 1.5065 marks and 51.8868 to the pound 
stating. 

. Speculators continued to dominate Wednesday, encouraged by the 
absence of decisive indic at ors, causing more fluctuations in exchange 
rates. The U.S. unit hit a high of 1.5193 marks) during trading hours 
before re t reating on profittaking. In Tokyo, President Bush and Prime 
Minister Mijazawa produced a communique which maintained that 
recent exchange rates reflea economic developments, and hence 
contributed to the dollar’s rebound against its Japanese counterpart. 
Sterling, on the other hand, continued to weaken a gainst other 
European currencies, reaching 2.8325 marks, and raising speculations of 
a potential Bank of England intervention to support the British unit. 

Towards the end of the week, the dollar rallied against all major 
currencies. The rally started Thursday on rumours sparked by an 
unconfirmed report in a Japanese newspaper, that several European 
countries plan n ed to seek a dollar ‘correction’' at the next G-7 meeting, 
although confused about the credibility of the rumours, traders covered 
their short dollar positions, as the currency several resistance levels, 
before it dosed at 1.5605 marks and 125.82 yen. Safe-haven demand on 
news of rising tension between the Ukraine and Russia, further fuelled- 
the dollar’s rise. 

The release of a better than expected employment figures in the U.S. 
Friday further added to the confusion, triggering additional waves of 
dollar short-covering. U.S. Non-Farm payrolls climbed by 31,000 in 
December, against expectations of a drop of 70,000. Analysts, however, 
insisted that the fundamentals of the market had not changed, and 
attributed the rally to technical considerations. They explained that the 
improvement in the employment figures were seasonal, ori ginating from 
the government sector rather than the manufacturing or services sectors. 
The dollar thus ended the week at its highest dosing levels of the week. 

Much confusion abounds as to expected currency movements this 
week. While fundamentals still argue for a lower dollar in the opinion of 
many observers, the violent nature of the dollar’s rebound has left many 
traders unsure about the direction of its next move. 


New York Posing 
U3. Dollar 


for Major Cntrenri M Against the 



Japanese Yen 


ISO fVr NTI, 


Euro-Currency Intarast Rates ^ 


Carrency 

| zmvm 

j JO/1/1991 

l-Motthit) 


■-Month (%l 

1-Year [%) 

VS. Dollar 

4.06 

4.25 

4.00 

4.51 

Sterling Pound 
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10.31 

Deutsche Mark 
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9.25 

9.16 

Swiss Franc 
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7.62 
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French Franc 
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5.15 
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CONCORD 


Tel: 677420 


Super Star 
Kevin Costner 
1991 Oscar Winner 
in his outstanding 
■ super production 

ROBIN HOOD 


Prince of Thieves 
Shows: 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10-J0 p.m 




UAE to use 1991 
budget as basis for 92 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) federal 
government was told Sunday to 
keep expenditure in line with last 
year's budget pending approval 
of a 1992 budget, the official 
Emirates news agency WAM re- 
ported. 

The UAE government has for 
several years not been able to 
publish a federal budget on time 
because of uncertainties about oil 
price trends. 

As in past years, a decree 
issued by President Zaid Bin Sul- 
tan A1 Nahayan said government 
departments would be allocated 
one-twelfth of the previous year’s 
expenditure estimates until the 
federal budget is approved. 

The decree said the ministries 
were not allowed to exceed the 
monthly allocations and prior 
permission should be sought from 


Miyazawa 
predicts 
Asia will 
be world’s 
largest 
economy 

TOKYO (R) — Japan's Prime 
Minister Kiichi Miyazawa has 
predicted that Asia will become 
the largest economy in the world 
but will not form an exclusive 
trade Woe. 

“Fortunately, (Asia) has di- 
versified cultures, races, and his- 
toric and economic develop- 
ments," Mr. Miyazawa said in a 
lunch speech to businessmen. 

“Our region will not he any- 
thing like the bloc formed by the 
United States, Canada and Mex- 
ico and that formed by the EC 
(European Community),” he 
said. 

Mr. Miyazawa said he wanted 
Asia to be the most attractive 
region for investors and he was 
optimistic about its future 
prosperity. He dufjoet elaborate. : . 

The prime minister repeated an 
earlier forecast that the com binetf 
gross national product (GNP) of 
the Association of South East 
Asian Nations (ASEAN), newly 
industrialising Asian economies 
(NIES) and Japan would exceed 
the total GNP of the United 
States, Canada and Mexico be- 
tween the years 2010-2015. 

ASEAN groups Brunei, In- 
donesia, Malaysia, the Philip- 
pines, Singapore and Thailand. 
The NIES are South Korea, 
Taiwan, Singapore and Hong 
Kong. 

GNP is the total value of goods 
and services produced by an eco- 
nomy. 

Mr. Miyazawa, after complet- 
ing a series of trade agreements 
with U.S. President George 
Bosh, has said that he sees little 
else that could be done to even 
out the trade gap between the 
United States and Japan. 

In a taped television interview, 
Mr. Miyazawa acknowledged 
that trade was the biggest source 
of friction between Tokyo and 
Washington. 

Bnt he said there is little more 
that Japan can do to improve the 
trading relationship between the 
two countries — a relationship tn 
which the United States currently 
has a $41 billion annual shortfall 
with Japan. 

“(The) United States and 


the ministry of finance and indus- 
try for anything extra. 

The seven autonomous emi- 
rates which make up rhe UAE 
are supposed to fund the federal 
badger bat in reality Abu Dhabi, 
the biggest oil producer and the 
richest emirate, normally pro- 
vides some 75 per cent of federal 
income. The rest is made up by 
the emirate of Dubai, the second 
biggest UAE oil producer, and by 
federal service fees. 

The UAE's 1991 budget, which 
was announced at the end of July, 
envisaged a 1.2 billion dirham 
($326 million) deficit, almost 
doable the 1990 deficit of 670 
million dirhams ($182 million). 

Budget revenue for 1991 was 
set at 1S.2 billion dirhams (S4.13 
million) and expenditure at 16.4 
billion dirhams ($4.45 billion). 

It is not known when the 1992 
budget will be announced. 



Ktirhi Miyazawa 

Japan have been discussing this 
trade problem for over 10 years in 
the past, and we have made a 
great headway," Mr. Miyazawa 
said on the Cable News Network. 

“So, I really don't think after 
this very lengthy, almost exhaus- 
tive study there is much we can 
do or they want to ask us to do," 
be said, speaking in English. 

Mr. Miyazawa also said that 
Japan's markets have not been as 
restricted as most Americans be- 
lieve, despite complaints by com- 
pany executives and politicians of 
trade barriers. 

“Japanese markets are not as 
closed as most Americans like to 
think, but not as open as most 
Japanese people like to believe," 
be said. “The truth is probably in 
between.” 

“Certainly, Mr. Bush and my- 
’self discussed the economic prob- 
lems between our two countries 
over the past three days, and we 
have been able to come up with a 
mutually satisfactory answer 
which represents some of the 
criticism against Japanese mar- 
kets not being level playing," he 
added. 

Mr. Bush returned to Washing- 
ton Friday having to defend his 
trade mission to Japan and other 
Asian countries against criticism 
that it did little to revive the 
flagging U.S. economy. 

Among the concessions Mr. 
Bush won from Japan was an 
agreement to more than double 
its imports of U.S. car parts to 
S19 billion a year. But car com- 
pany executives who accompa- 
nied Mr. Bush on the trip were 
less than satisfied with the deal. 

Mr. Miyazawa also said he 
believes Mr. Bush will win reelec- 
tion. in November despite his low 
approval showing of less than 50 
per cent in a recent poll and 
widespread dissatisfaction with 
his handling of the economy. 

Commenting on “Japan 
bashing" by U.S. politicians and 
corporate executives, Mr. 
Miyazawa said that the end of the 
cold war and the disintegration of 
the Soviet Union may have left 
Japan as a new national adversary 
in the minds of some Americans. 


Furnished Penthouse To Let 

One bedroom, one living room and a kitchenette, with a roof 
terrace. Fully furnished with private telephone. 

Interested please call tel.: 666642 
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Tel: 634144 


Patrick Swayze and Demi Moore in 

GHOST 


Shows: 1230, 3:30, 6:15, 8:30, 10:30 p.m. 
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Zamaift A1 Shaklabah 
(Somersault Time) 

Ticket window will be open daily... S 
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Rich fared better than poor in 1980s 


U.S. states reel under recession 


NEW YORK (Agencies) — The 
U.S. recession has created de- 
pression -like gloom in many of 
the 50 states as governors desper- 
ately raise taxes, sack state work- 
ers and slash services to the poor 
to balance their budgets. 

But groups that monitor the 
financial health of the states say 
the worst may be still to come as 
health care and other legally 
mandated costs spin wildly out of 
control, creating a nightmare for 
politicians and fury among vo- 
ters. 

As state officials debate what 
services to slash, many are 
zeroing in on welfare, stirring 
charges that a class war could be 
in the offing if the poor are made 
to suffer the most. 

In Michigan, 83,000 adults 
were cut from the general assist- 
ance rolls to help balance the 
budget without new taxes. 

Political fallout from the reces- 
sion has been significant, with 
some governors fighting for sur- 
vival just months after easily win- 
ning elections. 

Connecticut Governor Lowell 
Weicker and New Jersey Gov- 
ernor Jim Florio have become 
anathema to many voters in their 
states because they raised taxes 
— in Mr. Weicker's case by intro- 
ducing the slate's first income 
tax. 

In New York, Democratic 
Governor Mario Cuomo decided 
not to run for president because 
of his state's grave financial diffi- 
culties. Virginia Democratic 
Governor Douglas Wilder also 
dropped out of die presidential 
race citing his state's economic 
problems as the reason. 

Mr. Cuomo and other gov- 
ernors find their states in desper- 
ate shape even after taxes have 
shot up to record levels, and they 
are forced to go back to the 
drawing boards to cut even more. 

Unlike the federal govern- 
ment, the states must balance 


their budgets each year and fall- 
ing revenue has forced 32 states 
to revise their budgets with new 
rounds of taxes or service cuts. 

The National Governors’ Asso- 
ciation says state raised taxes in 
1991 by a record $15 billion while 
cutting services by $7 3 billion to 
keep budgets balanced. 

Brians Roherty, executive 
director of the National Associa- 
tion of State Budget Associa- 
tions, said the states* problems 
are being compounded by sky- 
rocketing health care costs that 
they are legally mandated to pay. 

One of the states worst hit by 
the recession is California. After 
raising taxes in mid-1991 by $7 
billion and ordering a hiring 
freeze. Republican Governor 
Pete Wilson faces an estimated $6 
billion shortfall over the next 18 
months. 

Mr. Wilson told the Democra- 
tic-controlled legislature on 
Thursday that he will not raise 
taxes again and wants Califor- 
nians to vote on a “taxpayer 
protection act" that would cur 
welfare benefits by as much as 25 
per cent to some people. 

By the year 2000, growing wel- 
fare rolls and school population 
will push the California state 
budget $20 billion into the red 
every year, Mr. Wilson said. 

In Pennsylvania, the popularity 
of Democratic Governor Robert 
Casey has plummeted since he 
signed the state's biggest-ever tax 
increase last year, months after 
winning landslide reelection to a 
second four-year terra. 

-The increase, meant to cover a 
$450 million budget shortfall, in- 
dnded almost doubling the in- 
come tax and extending state 
sales tax to a broader range of 
products. 

Illinois Governor Jim Edgar 
said the nation's sixth-largest 
state needed to cut S35C million 
from its budget to bridge a gap 
caused by the national recessison. 


Michigan Governor John En> 
gler recently cut social services 
spending by $300 million, knock- 
ing 83,000 single adults off gener- 
al assistance. Each had received 
$141 a month. 

Ed Rowe, a Methodist pastor 
in Detroit, said 10 per cent of 
those who lost welfare payments 
ended up in jaii, erasing any 
savings. 

“We’re not talking about the 
plight of the poor, we're talking 
about the fight of the poor... 
we're not rolling over and playing 
dead." Pastor Rowe said. 

According to an analysis pub- 
lished by the Federal Reserve 
Bank, wealthy Americans be- 
nefitted more from the rapid eco- 
nomic growth of the mid-1980s 
than their poorer neighbours. 

Families' median pre-tax in- 
comes, when adjusted for infla- 
tion. were virtually unchanged 
between 1983 and 1989, accord- 
ing to surveys of consumer fi- 
nances conducted by the Uni- 
versity of Michigan. 

But while median incomes adv- 
anced just $100 to $24,400. the 
surveys show, inflation-adjusted 
average or mean incomes jumped 
$2300, from $33,400 to S35.700. 
The median means that half of 
the families earned more and half 
earned less. 

“These findings suggest that 
incomes above the median grew 
faster than those below the me- 
dian and that the distribution of 
family income became somewhat 
more concentrated among fami- 
lies with higher income '* accord- 
ing to an analysis published in the 
January Federal Reserve (Fed) 
bulletin. 

The 1983 and 1989 surveys 
were sponsored by the Fed — the 
U.S. central bank — and various 
other federal agencies. The 
analysis was prepared by Arthur 
Kennickell and Janice Shack- 
Marquez of the Fed's Division of 
Research and Statistics. 


“Changes in the overall real 
net worth of families — the dif- 
ference between families' total 
assets and their total debts — 
were more dramatic than changes 
in family income," the authors 
wrote. 

The surveys show that average 
net worth rose more than 23 per 
cent, from S149.100 to $183,700. 
during the six years of rapid 
economic expansion. Still, me- 
dian net worth rose onlv 11 per 
cent, from S42.7U0 to S47.20U. 

"The contrast between the 
mean and median suggests an 
increase in the concentration of 
net worth among wealthy fami- 
lies." the Fed analysis contends. 

Despite constant overall me- 
dian family incomcs.rhe surveys 
show mixed changes among va- 
rious demographic groups. 

"The median income for fami- 
lies headed by persons with at 
least some college experience 
rose, but this increase was offset 
by declines in all other education 
categories." Mr. Kennickell and 
Ms. Shack-Marquez wrote. 

At the same time, they added, 
"a moderate increase for white 
families was offset by a decline 
for nonwhite and Hispanic fami- 
lies." 

A further breakdown of aver- 
age incomes shows that the in- 
come of families headed by per- 
sons under 55 increased while 
those headed by persons between 
55 and 74 declined. 

The Fed report said average 
incomes of homeowners and 
whites rose while those of renters 
and of nonwhites and Hispanies 
fell. 

Homeowners experienced a 
$3,500 increase in average incom- 
es, to $44,400. while renters' 
average incomes dropped SLOt"! 
to S19.6U0 Whites enjoyea a 
$2,000 advance in their incomes, 
while nonwhites and Hispanics 
saw their earnings fall 51.600 to 
$19,S00. 


Russia still holds financial reins of 
Commonwealth of Independent Si 


MOSCOW (R) — Russia’s cen- 
tral bank has taken a firm grip on 
the financial reins of the new 
Commonwealth of Independent 
States stressing that it controlled 
tiie supply of cash and setting new 
rules on the value of the rouble. 

In a dear warning that other 
republics in the former Soviet 
Union would have to tolerate its 
monetary policies, Russian cen- 
tral bank chairman Georgy 
Matyukhin said the bank would 
supply republics with cash only 
on its own terms. 

“We will provide them with 
money, but it will not be free, of 
course. Money is a special com- 
modity," be told Renters. 

Mr. Matyukhin also said his 
bank planned to introduce: a new 
exchange rate for the rouble 
against the dollar, probably let- 
ting investors buy roubles at a 
rate of eight or 10 roubles per 
dollar, against the bank's market 
rate of 110 roubles per dollar and 
the commercial rate of 55 rou- 
bles. 

The Russian central bank won 
responsibility for printing and dis- 
tributing money for all republics 
of the now defunct Soviet Union 
in Janaary, assuming this role 
from the Soviet state bank. 

The rouble is legal tender in all 
15 former Soviet republics, 
although some are introducing 
coupons as a parallel currency 


and as a first step towards creat- 
ing their own money. 

Mr. Matyukhin said republics 
deriding to introduce their own 
currency might face problems. 
The rouble has likely to play a 
leading role rather Kke the key 
role of the Deutscbemark within 
the European Community’s 
European Monetary System. 

“We will have advantages, 
although some of (the republics) 
do not understand this,” he said. 
“Inevitably the demand for the 
rouble will be much higher than 
the demand for the currency of 
Lithuania or for the currency 
coupons of Ukraine." 

He said some republics bad 
been slow to recognise that eco- 
nomic changes bad taken place 
since the Soviet Union ceased to 
exist and Russia took on respon- 
sibility for monetary policy. 

"They still try to preserve the 
previous system of a big union 
basket of money.” be said. “Each 
republic took money... and be- 
cause they had big spoons they 
could take money rapidly from 
the common basket." 

Mr. Matyukhin said the new 
rouble rate was aimed at foreign 
investors, but there was still a 
long way to go before the tightly 
controlled unit could be made 
convertible against other curren- 
cies. 

“We must stimulate investment 


FURNISHED FLAT TO LET 
2nd Floor 

Shmeisani, near Safeway, consisting of 3 bedrooms, 
dining room, living room, modem kitchen, covered car 
garage. 

Lease JD 450/month. One year min. 

Please contact GHADA tel: 636232 between 9-1 & 3:30-6 


FOR RENT 

1 . Big mansion in Abdoun area with an 
attached flat that has a separate enter- 
ance. 

Good for head of missions and big 
companies looking for residence and 
ofice space. 

Furnished or unfurnished 
JD 30,000-45,000 a year 

2. Ground floor apartment in Um- 
Utheinah. Fully furnished, 3 bedrooms, 
big reception area, beatiful kitchen, 
storage, garden and garage. 

JD 9,000 

Call Soha: 687821, 687822 


from the West, but at the same 
time it is in our own interest not 
to sell our property for nothing," 
he said. 

Mr. Matyukhin said control on 
monetary growth was vital if his 
bank was to fulfil its main task of 
controlling inflation. 

Prices are already spiralling up- 
wards under the impact of the 
Russian government's Jan. 2 
move to free prices in the first 
stage of a switch to a market 
economy. 

“The level of inflation will de- 
pend on whether we manage to 
establish a real market or com- 
petition. If not, 1 do not see any 
limits for prices,” he said. 

Some experts expect consumer 
prices to more than double this 
month, although government 
officials hope the monthly rate of 
inflation will slow to 10 per cent 
by spring or summer. 

Mr. Matyukhin said he could 
not predict future inflation rales. 

The printing presses taken over 
by the Russian central bank have 
been working flat out for weeks 
to meet the surging demand for 
cash, and Mr. Matyukhin con- 
firmed Russian media reports 
that the central bank was running 
desparately short of money. 

He said Russia had not target 
for monetary growth in 1992. “It 
is still hard to have targets be- 
cause... we have not enough in- 
formation about the impacts of 
price rises or liberalisation." 

Mr. Matyukhin said the central 
bank was trying to wean Russians 
from their cash-oriented society. 
It planned to introduce a new 
system of chequing accounts this 
month. 

Mr. Matyukhin also said that 
Russia wants more time to repay 
interest on foreign debt because 
other commonwealth states are 
failing to come up with their 


share of the cash. 

He said Russia, the most 
powerful member of the Com- 
monwealth of Independent 
States, would ask for understand- 
ing at a meeting in Frankfurt this 
week with a committee of West- 
ern banks. 

“We are asking foreign banks 
to wait a little bit until we solve 
our internal problems." he told 
Reuters in an interview. 

But he said no formal request 
for a deferral of interest pay- 
ments would be lodged. “We 
need some breathing space to 
raise some funds... we started the 
new year with a zero level of 
foreign exchange." he said. 

Western governments and 
banks have already agreed to a 
deferral of debt principal pay- 
ments to allow former Soviet 
republics extra time to implement 
economic reforms. 

British bankers were dis- 
appointed at the latest repayment 
difficulties. “It's a shame for a 
country which has had such an 
excellent payments record to be 
in this situation," one said. 

Mr. Matyukhin criticised other 
republics for failing to contribute 
to servicing the S60 to S70 billion 
in foreign debt inherited after last 
year's break-up of the Soviet 
Union. 

“We are trying to persuade our 
republics to participate in those 
payments.” he said. 

He appealed for understanding 
from creditors. 

“If they do not understand, 
then we have no other W 2 y than 
to declare our -Vneshekonom- 
bank bankrupt.” he said. 

Vneshekonombank. the for- 
mer Soviet Bank for Foreign Eco- 
nomic Affairs, is a commercial 
bank with responsibility for fore- 
ign debt servicing and trading in 
precious metals and stones. 


JOB OPPORTUNITY 

A leading industrial firm is in need 
of Sales Engineers* Candidates mu.si 
be between the age of 24-34 years 
old, have a good command of the 
English language and have had good 
experience with P.C's (Prefrebly 
Apple). 

Please write to P.O.Box 3358. 
Enclosing your C.V. and a recent! 
photo. 

Received information will bej 
treated with strict confidence. i 
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Ukraine gets 
part of Black 


Sea Fleet 


MOSCOW (Agenties) — Russia 
has moved to heal a rift with 
Ukraine by awarding pan of the 
disputed Black Sea Fleet to Kiev, 
a joint communique published by 
TASS News Agency said. 

The two sides said they agreed 
that part of the powerful fleet 
would be excluded from strategic 
forces under joint Common- 
wealth control and "become part 
of the armed forces of Ukraine.” 

Ukraine has previously deman- 
ded foil control of the entire fleet 
from July, with Russia insisting it 
should remain under Common- 
wealth command. 

The dispute between the two 
most powerful republics had 
threatened a disastrous split in 
the Commonwealth of Indepen- 
dent States which emerged last 
month with the collapse of the 
Soviet Union. 

“The negotidons have helped 
to strengthen trust and coopera- 
tion in the relations between 
Urkaine and the Russian Federa- 
tion,” said the statement, signed 
after a day of talks in the Ukrai- 
nian capital Kiev. 

It did not make clear how the 
fleet of 300 ships and 70,000 men 
would be divided. 

It seemed likely, however, that 
Russia had gone further than a 
previous offer to hand over a 
small pan of the fleet for purely 
local tasks such as border protec- 
tion. 


Ukraine, which won its inde- 
pendence last month, has de- 
clared it must become a naval 
power. It has already begun 
forming its own army on the basis ' 
of former Soviet army units on its 
territory. 

Both sides pledged to refrain 
from unilateral actions and to 
resolve all contentious points 
through negotiation, including 
the civil and political status of 
servicemen, connected with the 
reorganisation of the armed 
forces. 

Addressing Western concern 
about their commitment to East- 
West arms accords, Russia and 
Ukraine said they would start 
negotiating immediately on how 
to fulfil Moscow's agreements on 
international security and dis- 
armament. 

They pledged to act swiftly to 
ratify the U.S.-Soviet START 
accord cutting strategic nuclear 
arsenals and the 1990 Conven- 
tional Forces in Europe (CFE) 
agreement reducing forces from 
the Atlantic to the Urals. 

The talks were led on the Rus- 
sian side by Foreign Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev and Deputy 
Prime Minister Sergei Shakhrai, 
and for Ukraine by Minister of 
State for Defence Viktor 
Antonov. 

With a proud history dating 
back to Empress Catherine the 
Great, the Black Sea Fleet is a 



tempting prize and a powerful 
national symbol to Russians and 
Ukrainians alike. 

The agreement followed a 
statement of “profound concern" 
over the row by the Belarussian 
parliament, which also became 
the latest to take control of Soviet 
Armed Forces on its territory in 
order to build its own army. 

If the Kiev agreement sticks, 
all sides may now be able to turn 
their attention to the dire econo- 
mic problems afflicting the entire 
Commonwealth. 

Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin, addressing industrialists in 
Moscow, defended his decision to 
free prices on Jan. 2, which has 
led to increasing of up to 10 
times. 

He said the state would give 
special support to enterprises 
producing consumer goods, 
which are in chronically short 
supply: “The task now is to 
achieve high buying power for all 
levels of the population without 
exception.” 


The Black Sea Fleet agreement 
did not specifically address 
Ukraine's plan to administer 
oaths of allegiance to many of the 
1.3 million former Soviet soldiers 
on its territory. It said only that 
talks would address “the civil and 
political status of servicemen in 
connection with the reorganisa- 
tion of armed forces,” TASS re- 
ported. 

Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk has delayed the oath- 
taking ceremonies six months, 
but his plans have spurred neigh- 
bours to devise defence plans of 
their own. 

Mr. Yeltsin reportedly has pre- 
pared a decree that would seize 
and keep control of all troops in 
the Commonwealth until Ukraine 
and the other states agree to a 
unified force. 

He apparently was trying to 
ease Western concern about 
military fragmentation, and force 
Ukraine and other states either to 
accept unified control or face a 
new adversary in Russia. 


Bonn announces large military cuts 


BONN (AP) — Germany will 
slash its planned defence spend- 
ing by more chan one-third over 
the next 13 years and reduce 
much of its inventory of heavy 
military equipment, its defence 
minister announced. 

Defence Secretary Gerhard 
Stoltenberg said the planned de- 
fence cuts and military realign- 
ments reflected changing world 
security in the post-cold war era, 
as well as Germany's own budget- 
ary constraints. 

Since it absorbed largely bank- 
rupt former east Germany in 
1990, Germany has been strug- 
gling to bring the east up to 
western living standards, largely 
through budget cuts and tax in- 
creases. 

Following a meeting of leaders 
of the Bundeswehr, as the Ger- 
man military is known, Mr. Stol- 
tenberg said military spending for 
1993 through 2005 was expected 
to total 117 billion marks ($70 


billion). 

That represents a decrease of 
43.7 billion marks ($29 billion) in 
planned defence spending, or ab- 
out 35 per cent. 


Most likely to be affected will 
be plans for transport planes, 
tanks, heavy artillery, ships and 
other hardware for the German 
Air Force, the defence minister 
told a press conference. 

Plans to spend 20.7 billion 
marks ($13.8 billion) on new bat- 
tle tanks, anti-mine systems and 
upgrades on armoured helicop- 
ters were axed completely, he 
said. 


els is expected later this year, he 
said. 

Mr. Stoltenberg said another 
23 billion marks ($15 billion) 
would be saved closing down 
some facilities. 


Mr. Stoltenberg said that while 
the air force would need a new jet 
fighter after 2000, plans to go 
ahead with a sophisticated new 
European jet fighter — called die 
Jaeger 90 — were on hold.' 

A decision on whether to pre- 
cede with that jet fighter or go 
with one of the established mod- 


He said the planned changes 
would make the German military 
more mobile and enable it to 
participate in rapid deployment 
forces, including United Nations 
peacekeeping missions. 

To do that, however, Germany 
would have to abolish its consitu- 
tional restrictions on military in- 
volvement outside the area of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organisa- 
tion (NATO). 


Since the Gulf war, Germany 
has been debating whether to 
change its constitution to allow it 
to join U.N. missions. Chancellor 
Helmut Kohl, noting Germany’s 
increasing role in international 
politics, has said he will push fora 
constitutional change. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


3 sentenced to death in Cuba 


MEXICO CITY (AP) — Three Miami men accused of trying to 
invade Cuba and start a rebellion against President Fidel Castro 
were sentenced Saturday to death by firing squad, the Cuban 
news agency Preosa Latina reported. The Havana province ^ roseco- 
tor’s office was quoted as saying the Supreme Tribunal early this 
week would reveiw the sentence for Eduardo Diaz Betancourt, 
30; Daniel Candelareio Santovenia, 36; and Pedro de la Cardidad 
Alvarez Pedroso, 26. The Mexican News Agency Notimex said 
they are permanent residents in Miami. A statement faxed to the 
Associated Press in Miami said the men belonged to an 
anti-Castro group, previously unknown, called Rescue. It 
threatened retaliation if they are executed. Prensa Latina said the 
three men confessed to training in southern Florida for a terrorist 
mission in Cuba with the full knowledge of American authorities. 
Vice President Raul Castro, the president's brother, accused 
Washington of creating a "state of danger” by encouraging 
dissidents and "converting them into pilgrims in search of 
liberty." the Cuba News Agency reported. 


Bhutto hospitalised for kidney infection 


KARACHI, Pakistan (R) — Pakistani opposition leader Benazir 
Bhutto was admitted to hospital for the treatment of a kidney 
infection, a spokesman for her People's Party said. He said the 
38-year-old former prime minister would remain in Karachi's 
Lady Dufferin Hospital for a couple of days. 


Miyazawa: U.S.-Japan ties strong 


NEW YORK (AP) — Prime Minister Kiichi Miyazawa said the 
United State and Japan have been making progress in reducing 
their huge trade imbalance and dramatic moves should not.be 
expected after President Bush’s visit to Tokyo. “The United 
States and Japan have been discussing these problems for 10 years 
and yes, we have made progress,” Mr. Miyazawa said referring to 
the $41 billion rrade imbalance. “But after one meeting not so 
much can be done.” He said auto exports to Japan have been 
increasing in the past few years, but added that "some of the 
agreements brought out things that should have been done years 
ago... to narrow the gap." He did not give details. Mr. Miyazawa 
was speaking in English in an interview with Robert Novak on 
Cable News Network. 


Paul Simon kicks off S. African tour 


JOHANNESBURG (R) — American singer Paul Simon kicked 
off his South African tour before a meager, almost all-white 
crowd and black radical groups who had vowed to disrupt his six 
concerts claimed victory. Only about 15,000 people, around 200 
of them black, attended the opening concert which organisers had 
predicted would draw over 70,000. The radical Azanian Youth 
Organisation (AZAYO), whose members demonstrated outside 
the Johannesburg stadium concert venue, said thousands of 
blacks had responded to its call to stay away in support of a 
cultural boycott against white rule. "This is victory for the black 
people of South Africa. It shows that black people put liberation 
before entertainment,” AZAYO President Thami Mcerwa said. 
African National Congress (ANC) leader Nelson Mandela had 
urged South Africans to attend the show. Simon said earlier in the 
week he hoped his concerts in Johannesburg and three other 
cities, featuring South African artists such as Stimeia and Miriam 
Makeba, would unify the divided country. 


Bulgarians 
vote in 


presidential 

elections 


SOFIA (R) — Voters went to the 
polls in Bulgaria's first presiden- 
tial elections Sunday, but there 
was a marked lack of enthusiasm 
in the early stages of balloting. 

Bulgarian radio said that in the 
first three hoars of voting only 
three to four per cent of the 
country’s six million voters visited 
polling stations. Most of the early 
voters were pensioners. 


Favourite among the 21 candi- 
dates in the race is President 
Zhelyu Zhelev, 56, a former dis- 
sident who was appointed bead of 
state in 1990 by Bulgaria's first 
multi-party parliament after four 
decades of Communist rale. 

Before Mr. Zhelev’s appoint- 
ment, the presidency was mono- 
polised for 18 years by har dlin e 
Communist Todor Zhivkov. 


It was later held for seven 
months by Mr. Zhivkov’s former 
Foreign Minister Petar 
Mladenov, who helped oust his 
predecessor in November 1989. 

Mr. Zhelev, former leader of 
the ruling anti-Communisi Union 
of Democratic Forces (UDF), en- 
joys the support of non-Com- 
m uni st forces outside parliament 
as well as the country's 1.5 mil- 
lion ethnic Turks. 


Pre-election opinion surveys 
estimated he would win 56 per 
cent of votes. A second round is 
due to beheld next Sunday if 
none of the candidates win a clear 
majority. 

“Zhelev is the most suitable 
president because he is moderate 
and balances well between the 
different political forces." retired 
lawyer Vladimir Tomov said out- 
side one polling station. 

Following adoption of a new 
constitution last year the powers 
of Bulgaria's president are largely 
ceremonial, but the head of state 
remains commander-in-chief of 
the armed forces. 


The former Communist Party, 
now renamed Socialist, has no 
formal candidate of its own. But 
it is backing a number of “inde- 
pendent” candidates, including 
the parliamentary deputy of the 
Socialists, Velko Valkanov. 


Filipino 

presidential 

candidate 


hospitalised 


MANILA (AP) — House Speak- 
er Ramon Mitra, a leading can- 
didate in next May's presidential 
election, was hospitalised Satur- 
day after falling off a hone at his 
ranch south of Manila. 


Mr. Mitra was flown to a sub- 
urban hospital where doctors said 
be was suffering from braises but 
no broken bones. 


Aides said a film crew was 
preparing to photography Mr. 
Mitra for campaign advertise- 
ments when his horse suddenly 
reared up and tossed the speaker 
onto the ground. 

On Nov. 30, Mr. Mitra defe- 
ated former Defence Secretary 
Fidel Ramos in a straw vote for 
the nomination of the pro- 
administration struggle of die 
Democratic Filipino Party in the 
May 11 election. 

Mr. Mitra is expected to win 
the party’s final endorsement la- 
ter this month. 

President Corazon Aquino has 
ruled out a second term but is 
expected to endorse her favourite 
this month. 

Aides say she has narrowed her 
choice to Mr. Mitra, Gen. 
Ramos or former Supreme Court 
Chief Justice Marcelo Fernan. 


Ousted 


Georgian 
leader gets 


temporary 


asylum 


MOSCOW (AP) — The acting 
Georgian Prime Minister said 
Armenia has agreed to move 
ousted Georgian President Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia away from the 
border between die two former 
Soviet republics, Russian Televi- 
sion reported Sunday. 

Prime Minister Tengiz Sigua 
told a news conference in Tbilisi 
that be had asked Armenian au- 
thorities to move Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia doser to the Armenian capital 
of Yerevan, the Vesti afternoon 
news programme said. 


Mr. Gamsakh urdia , his famil y 
and an entourage including sever- 
al dozen armed bodyguards tied 
last week to the small Armenian 
border town of Idjevan, about 80 
kilometres smith of the Georgian 
capital of Tbilisi. 

They left following 16 days of 
bloody fighting against opponents 
who demanded Mr. Gamsakhur- 
dia’s ouster. The Georgian 
Health Ministry has said 113 peo- 
ple were killed and 420 wounded 
during the fighting, the TASS 
News Agency reported. 


Although Gamsakhurdia over- 
whelmingly won free elections 
last May, opponents claimed he 
had become dictatorial, jailing 
critics and closing newspapers. 
Armenia earlier said that it is 
seeking another country to give 
refuge to Mr. Gamsakhurdia. and 
ruled out granting him political 
asylum. 


But news agencies reported 
Armenian President Levon Ter- 
Petrosian as saying Saturday that 
Mr. Gamsakhurdia oould have 
temp o r a ry asylum in Armenia if 
he gave up Ids arms. There has 
been no public reaction from Mr. 
Gamsakhurdia. 

Meanwhile, Vesti reported that 
the opposition-formed Military 
Council that took power in Tbilisi 
last week has disbanded. It did 
not elaborate. Mr. Sigua had said 
earlier that the Military Council 
would likely turn over power to 
an interim civilian government by 
Monday. 

Although armed soldiers are 
still checking doc um e n ts on the 
streets of Tbilisi, newspapers 
have resumed publishing and 
both local and Russian television 
broadcasts are been shown in the 
city, Vesti said.' However, the 
news report said foe situation is 
still ‘’far from being stable.” 

Airports and most public trans- 
portation are functioning, but a 
railway strike that began Satur- 
day is continuing, Vesti said. As 
many as 20 trains with about 
7,000 passengers are stopped on 
the Russian side of foe border 
with Georgia, Russian Radio 
said. 


On Saturday, aimed suppor- 
ters of Mr. Gamsakhurdia cros- 
sed back into western Georgia 
from Armenia and clashed with 
border guards. Four people were 
reportedly wounded, the Russian 
Information Agency said. 


Yugoslavia’s break-up 


set to become official 


BELGRADE (R) — The break- 
up of Yugoslavia becomes official 
this week when European Com- 
munity countries start recognising 
its rebel republics. 

Western diplomats expressed 
concern foe diantegration of foe 
country of 23.5 million people, 
forged in 1918. cookl fuel rival 

territorial claims across foe Bal- 
kan peninsula. 

Greece and Bnlgaria are 
already trading angry words, with 
Sofia backing independence for 
the Republic of Macedonia and 
Athens saying fob would encour- 
age the republic's territorial 
ambitions against Greece. 

The European Community 
(EC) set Jan. 15 as the date when 
EC states can begin recognising 
and establishing diplomatic ties 
with Yugoslav republics seeking 
independence. 

Reflecting foe ECs own dash 
of interest in foe Balkans, it b 
undear whether the Community 
as a whole will recognise some of 
foe four republics seeking inde- 
pendence or each EC member 
will make its own choices. 

But foe process of dismember- 
ing Yugosalvia — literally the 
land of foe southern Slavs — has 
began, marking the end of the 
Balkan state forged from the 
wreckage of World War II. 

Serbia, a largely Christian 
Orthodox republic and foe last 
remnant of post -World War II 
Communist Yugoslavia, has 
waged a six-month war to bold 
together even a truncated Yugos- 
lav state. 

But with foe northern Roman 
Catholic republics of Slovenia 
and Croatia about to be recog- 
nised as independent, what re- 
mains of Yugoslavia will be little 
more than foe Serbian state 
which existed before World War 
I. 

While EC countries, led by 
Germany and Italy, prepare to 
recognise at least Slovenia and 
Croatia this week and busy them- 
selves with opening new embas- 
sies, a tense trace has been large- 
ly bolding. 

More than 6,000 people have 
been killed in heavy fighting in 
Croatia since June, with rebel 


Croatian militias facing off 
against foe Serbian-led federal 
army and Serbian irregulars. 

Although there were a dozen 
minor violations at the weekend, 
foe 15th ceasefire since July 
appeared to be holding and an 
advance contingent of U.N. 
peacekeepers was due this week. 

U.N. special envoy Cyrus 
Vance hammered out the cease- 
fire early this month. It was one 
of several conditions before some 

10.000 U.N. troops take np posi- 
tions on foe front in Croatia. 

The first 50 U.N. liaison offic- 
ers will check on the truce and 
report on whether conditions are 
right for other forces to be de- 
ployed. 

The dispatching of U.N. troops 
has been overshadowed by foe 
shooting down of a clearly- 
marked EC helicopter by an air 
force jet Tuesday, killing five 
unarmed EC peace monitors 
aboard. 

The EC accused the Yugoslav 
military over foe weekend of 
making inaccurate statements on* 
foe incident and said the EC had 
per m ission to fly. The military 
said Friday the EC helicopter was 
airborne without permission. 

It was the most serious viola- 
tion of the U.N. truce, which 
went into force on Jan. 3. The 
five were die first EC peace 
monitors to be killed in Yugos- 
lavia. 

Despite the incident most poli- 
tical commentators have said the 
latest Vance peace plan may have 
foe best chance to date of suc- 
ceeding, although serious obsta- 
cles remain. 

But for foe first time Serbian 
Communist leader Slobodan 
Milosevic appears to have drop- 
;ped demands Serbian minorities 
outside bis republic be allowed to 
join, with their territory, in what 
would essentially be a new grea- 
ter Serbian state. 

Although leaden of the Ser- 
bian minorities — there are some 

600.000 Serbs in Croatia alone — 
denounced Mr. Milosevic's deal 
with Mr. Vance, it appears an 
orderly break-up of the rival Re- 
publics of Serbia and Croatia 
could finally be in foe offing. 


Phnom Penh: Armed group 


under minin g peace pact 


BANGKOK (AP) — The 
Cambodian government says un- 
identified armed groups are thre- 
atening a peace accord by dismis- 
sing village governments, Viet- 
namese media reported Sunday. 

The Vietnamese-backed gov- 
ernment raised foe issue at Satur- 
day’s meeting in Phnom Penh of 
the peacemaking Supreme 
National Council (SNC), the offi- 
cial Vietnam News Agency said a 
dispatch monitored in Bangkok. 


mg in violation of foe peace 
accord that foe Supreme National 
Council was replacing local lead- 
ers, foe Vietnamese agency re- 
ported. 

Under the peace plan, the 
council has only advisory powers. 
The Phnom Penh government 
and the United Nations are to 
govern jointly until elections 
scheduled for 1993. 


The SNC, which includes rep- 
resentatives of the government 
and three guerrilla groups in 
Cambodia's dvQ war, is trying to 
carry out a peace treaty they 
signed in October to end 13 years 
of fighting. 

The Phom Penh government 
said armed groups were robbing 
villageis, conducting unspecified 
political activities and announc- 


No guerrilla faction has admit- 
ted to the actions, the govern- 
ment said, and that could mean a 
“new category of armed political 
force” is trying to interfere with 
peace efforts. 

“This represents the greatest 
danger for foe process of imple- 
mentation of the political settle- 
ment and would. _ destroy the 
neutral environment and safety 
required for holding elections,” 
the government statement said. 


After the killings and hunger, Liberia starts to heal 


MONROVIA , Liberia (AP) — 
Eunice r George’s Chris tolas 

present was learning her sister 
bad survived the year-long civil 
war that killed more than 15,000 
civilians and separated countless 
families. 

When fighting ended more 
than a year ago, relief workers 
buried the bones of scores of 
victims in a mass grave at the 
edge of foe city airport. The burial 
ground is over gr o w n with bush- 
grass now, and cows graze on it 

Buildings still show bullet 
scars. Some are only shells, their 
roofs are walls blown away by 
rocket fire or bombs. 

“It's assumed Joanitta had 
been killed, like my other sister,” 
Mrs. George said, then told of 
returning to Monrovia late in 
November of 1990 with her own 
family: 

“We found them all — my 
sister, her husband, their three 
beautiful children and my cousin 
and five other people they bad 
been sheltering. They were gun- 
ned down in the house. The 
bodies had rotted, but we recog- 
nised them from belts and bits of 
clothing.” 

They buried the family in the 
back yard: Annie Coleman and 
her husband, James, their 15- 
year-old son and two daughters, 
aged 19 and 17. 

Mrs. George said neighbours 
told her the killers were soldiers 
loyal to slain President Samuel 
Doe. 

"There were no reasons for foe 
killings,” she said. “It was a sense- 
less war. If you *were unlucky, 
you got shot up on the street, or if 
a neighbour told foe wrong side 
you were connected with the gov- 
ernment or rebels, you got killed 
too.” 

She described how her cousin. 
Precious Gibson, was killed a 


month before a West African 
army forced a ceasefire in 
November 1990. 

“A rocket hit their house and 
Predous, he was 22 and had just 
graduated from university, fled 
with a friend. They were stopped 
by soldiers who demanded ID. 
Precious had his, but his friend 
didn't. So they said they were 
rebels and killed them.” 

Monrovia and life since the war 
are “tike a patchwork quilt. You 
keep finding pieces, but so many 
are missing,” said Mis. George, 
who has returned to her job as an 
administrative assistant for the 
U.N. World Food Programme. 

She received news of her hiring 
sister, Joanitta Scott, from a 
Lutheran World Services relief 
worker who travelled behind re- 
bel lines. Mrs. Scott lives with her 
disabled husband in Suehn, a 
town in Bong County, central 
Liberia. 


dren, with submachine guns, 
bayonets and swords. 

Doe's soldiers, numbering 
from 3,000 to 7,000 by various 
estimates, now are camped at two 
barracks and inset they still are 
Liberia's official army. 

Mr. Taylor started foe war with 
an invasion from neighbouring 
Ivory Coast cm Christmas Eve, 
1989. A breakaway group beat 
him to Monrovia, caught Doe 
and tortured him to death. 


Now, Mr. Taylor is accused of 
stalling on a peace plan brokered 
by West African nations that calls 
for him to disarm his 10,000 
fighters and permit elections. 

Although his forces were un- 
able to seize the capital, they 
have o verran the rat erf Liberia, a 
West African nation about the 
size of Ohio founded in 1847 by 
freed American slaves. 


Like many Liberian families, 
the sisters are separated by 
checkpoints manned by rebel 
leader Charles Taylor’s fighters} 
an unruly lot who extort bribes. 
On Friday, Mr. Taylor opened 
two of three roads between Mon- 
rovia and the interior. 

The United Nations suspended 
operations in Liberia after a Libe- 
rian army assault May 29, 1990, 
on its compound, where hun- 
dreds of refugees had taken re- 
fuge. 


Thirty men were taken away by 
the soldiers. The sole survivor 
said the others were massacred 
mi a beach that had became a 
favourite killing ground. 

Two months later, 
soldiers, attacked' 
nearby St. Peter's Lutheran 
Church, where 2,000 people were 
sheltered. They slaughtered ab- 
out 200, mainly women' and dril- 


For Myrtle Gibson, a business- 
woman tinned relief worker, get- 
ting on with life means refrir- 
bishing a five-bedroom villa that 
had sheltered 100 people. 

About 600,000 refugees are in 
neighbouring lands and an esti- 
mated 1 millio n of Liberia’s 2.5 
million people are believed to 
have been fenced out of their 
homes. 

Mrs. Gibson got running water 
into her house a week ago. It 
gudif-H from a newly repaired 
reservoir through taps that would 
not dose. Neighbours came fill 
buckets, bottles, even garbage 
cans. 

White Haim , a U.S.-built dam 
outside the capital that provided 
water and hydroelectric power, 
was badly damaged in the war. 
Germany has approved a loan for 
its repair. 

Monrovia was without piped 
water for more than a year, little 
-has been available since en- 


gineers deserted the dam in the 
face of advancing rebels in May 
1990. 

Electritity is available only 
four to six hours a day. The diesel 
generator could serve the city of 
600,000 adequately, but fuel is 
short 

Food is plentiful. At waterside 
market, vendors hawk everything 
from potatoes to American corn 
chips. 

Mis. Gibson gleefully showed 
off three large lobsters bought 
from a passing fisherman. 

Most of foe orphans she helped 
feed last year have been reunited 
with relatives. Last month, the 
interim government dosed war 
orphanages and relief organisa- 
tions stopped emergency feeding. 

Surplus American military ra- 
tions from the Gulf war are distri- 
buted to 70,000 children at foe 
192 schools. 

'The malnutrition level has re- 
turned to 2 per cent, where it 
stood before the war,” said Shir- 
ley Hanazawa, a Canadian work- 
ing for International Action 
Against Hunger, a French agen- 
cy. 

Mrs. Gibson worries about re- 
habilitating thousands of Mr. 
Taylor’s child soidie , some as 
young as 9. 

One day, she drove 40 
kilometres to foe Po River, which 
k guarded on one side by the 
West African Intervention Fbrce 
and on the other by Mr. Taylor 
rebels. 

“I called and some of foe 
young boys came across," foe 
said. 

“They're just children and sat 
munching af cookies I gave them. 
I told them to lay down their 
guns. They said they were scared 
— scared they would be blamed 
for people they had IriUed, scared 
for the future.'' 



Bush said to have 
overruled doctor 
on Tokyo trip 


WASHINGTON (R) - U.S. 
President George Bush overruled 
his doctor's advice to skip an 
official dinner in Japan Wednes- 
day at which he fainted and vo- 
mited, fearing that his absence 
would disrupt the event, the 
Washington Post reported Satur- 
day. Mr. Bush, after a long and 
gruelling day Wednesday, was 
advised "a couple of times” by his 
physician. Burton Lee III. to skip 
foe dinner, the Post quoted 
Treasury Secretary Nicholas 
Brady as saying in a telephone 
interview from Japan. But the 
flu-stricken president “just didn't 
want to do that, you know, dis- 
appointing all those people, de- 
ni pting the event,” die newspap- 
er quoted Mr. Brady as saying. 
The dinner ended for Mr. Bush 
when he collapsed at the side of 
his host, Japanese Prime Minister 
Kiichi Miyazawa. His collapse — 
captured by television cameras — 
temporarily overwhelmed stories 
of his trade mission to Japan and 
fed public concern about the 
qualifications of Vice President 
Dan Quayle to step in and re- 
place him in an emergency. 


Former mayor to be 
punished for 
prison episode 


WASHINGTON (AP) — Prison 
officials have recommended that 
former Washington Mayor 
Manor Barry be moved to 
another penitentiary and placed 
in 30 days isolation after allega- 
tions that a woman performed 
oral sex on him in a prison visiting 
room, one of his attorneys said. 
Officials at the Federal Minimum 
Security Prison in Petersburg, 
Virginia, held a disciplinary hear- 
ing Friday on the allegations, 
which Mr. Barry has denied. A 
hearing examiner was expected to 
make a decision on the recom- 
mendation later. Citing Mr. Bar- 
ry's rights under the federal 
privacy act, prison officials in 
Petersburg and Washington said 
only that the investigation has 
been completed. One of Mr. Bar- 
ry’s attorneys, Beverly Crawford, 
said in a telephone interview 
from her Richmond office that 
Mr. Barry expected to be found 
guilty of the infraction and trans- 
ferred immediately to a medium 
security federal prison, possibly 
in Danbury. Connecticut. The 
investigative report also recom- 
mended that the woman who 
visited Mr. Barry on Dec. 29 be 
prohibited from -seeing him for 
120 days. The former mayor of 
the nation's capital is serving a 
six-month sentence at Petersburg 
on a misdemeanor conviction for 
cocaine possession. 


Pope hails practice 
of ‘marital chastity* 


VATICAN CITY (AP) — Pope 
John Paul n Friday praised cou- 
ples who practised “marital 
chastity" as a birth-control 
method. Addressing a group who 
had been studying what the Vati- 
can calls “natural methods" of 
birth control, the Pontiff said that 
marital chastity during a woman’s 
fertile period prevents sex from 
disintegrating into egoism. It also 
acknowledges the link between 
sex and childbirth, he said. “The 
increasingly accurate knowledge 
of the rhythms of fertility of the 
female organism finds its proper 
horizon and rhe condition for its 
morally correct use in the pers- 
pective of marital chastity," he 
added. The Catholic Church bans 
use of artificial birth control, but 
allows couples to follow the so- 
called "rhythm method,” which 
entails abstinence from sexal 
activity during a woman's fertile 
penod. Use of artificial birth con- 
trol, foe Pope said, “reflects s 
pessimistic judgment on exist- 
ence, and a preference for im- 
mediate pleasures.” 


Sweden to g 
body guards 1 
women 
threatened b 


STOCKHOLM (R) - T 
Swedish government may so 
provide state-funded bodyguai 
for women threatened by v 
fence from male tormentors, 
eluding ex-husbands, a bud; 

revealed. The new a 
tre-ngbt government’s 1992i 
budget has allocated 10 miTti 
cr ° wns (S1.7S million) for a tr 
programme providing bod 
8 uar <fe for women threatened 
®en- Justice Minister Gun He 
™ says private citizens fad 
foe threat of violence should ha 
me sante right to protection 
public figures, including -poli 
eians. Swedish mediq firequem 
[bn stories about women foro 
to go into hiding or even take 
°ew identity to evade mate tc 
mentors. 
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